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In this Sunday, Dec. 18, 2011, photo provided by NBC News, Speaker of the House, Rep. John Boehner, R-Ohio, appears on NBC’s “Meet the Press” in Washington. 
House Republicans said Sunday they oppose a bipartisan. Senate-approved bill that extends a payroll tax cut and jobless benefits for just two months and said 
congressional bargainers need to write a new version lasting a longer time. “It's pretty clear I and our members oppose the Senate bill,” Boehner said, adding, “I 
believe two months is just kicking the can down the road.” 

(AP Photo, NBC News, William B. Plowman) 


RON NIXON 

© 2011 New York Times 
WASHINGTON - A day after 
the Senate overwhelmingly 
approved legislation to ex¬ 
tend a payroll tax cut for 
two months. House Repub¬ 
licans made clear Sunday 
that they would not sup¬ 
port the measure. Speaker 
John A. Boehner, who had 
urged his members on Sat¬ 
urday to support the bill, did 
an about-face Sunday and 
said he and other House 


Republicans were opposed 
to the temporary extension, 
part of a $33 billion pack¬ 
age of bills that the Senate 
passed Saturday by an 89- 
10 vote. In addition to ex¬ 
tending the payroll-tax cut 
for millions of U.S. workers, 
the legislation also extends 
unemployment benefits 
and avoid cuts in payments 
to doctors who accept 
Medicare. The measure 
would be effective through 
February. But in an inter¬ 


view with NBC’s “Meet the 
Press” on Sunday, Boehner 
said the two-month exten¬ 
sion, would be “just kicking 
the can down the road.” 
“It’s time to just stop, do our 
work, resolve the differenc¬ 
es and extend this for one 
year,” Boehner said. “How 
can you have tax policy for 
two months?" 

He said that Republicans 
want to extend the payroll 
cut for a year but that it 
would have to be financed 


with cuts in the existing bud¬ 
get. When congressional 
aides announced the deal 
on Friday, they said the 
items it contained were ful¬ 
ly paid for. But any thought 
that Congress will agree on 
a yearlong tax-cut exten¬ 
sion or on the other provi¬ 
sions is extremely optimistic, 
given that its work will over¬ 
lap with President Barack 
Obama’s State of the Union 
speech, the heat of the 
Republican primaries and 


a presidential campaign 
hitting full stride. Senate 
Democrats criticized Boeh- 
ner's stance on the payroll- 
tax cut, saying he was re¬ 
nouncing the fact that the 
package had been nego¬ 
tiated last week by House 
and Senate leaders. Sen¬ 
ate Majority Leader Harry 
Reid, D-Nev„ said Boehner 
had asked him and the mi¬ 
nority leader. Sen. 


Continued on next page 
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Boehner: House Republicans 
oppose deal on payroll tax 


Continued from Front 


Mitch McConnell, R-Ky„ to 
work out a compromise on 
the tax cut and that it had 
been agreed to by both 
political parties. 

“Neither side got every¬ 


thing they wanted, but we 
forged a middle ground 
that passed the Senate by 
an overwhelming biparti¬ 
san majority," Reid said in a 
statement. 

“If Speaker Boehner refuses 
to vote on the bipartisan 
compromise that passed 
the Senate with 89 votes. 
Republicans will be forc¬ 
ing a thousand-dollar tax 
increase on middle-class 
families on Jan. 1.” 

Sen. Charles Schumer, D- 
N.Y., said Boehner's com¬ 


ments called into question 
his ability to lead. 

“This is a test of whether the 
House Republicans are fit 
to govern, and it is a make- 
or-break moment for John 
Boehner's speakership,” he 
said in a statement. 


“You cannot let a small 
group at the extreme resort 
to brinksmanship every time 
there is a major national is¬ 
sue and try to dictate every 
move this nation makes.” 
Boehner's remarks on 
“Meet the Press" came less 
than 24 hours after a con¬ 
ference call in which he 
tried to sell the package 
of bill to his rank and file, 
pointing to its provision that 
would speed Republican- 
supported construction of 
an oil pipeline, known as 


Keystone XL, from Canada 
to the Gulf Coast. 

But many Republican law¬ 
makers were not buying 
what their leader was urg¬ 
ing them to do, chiefly be¬ 
cause they objected to the 
tax cut extension’s cost. 
Among them was the 
House majority leader. Rep. 
Eric Cantor of Virginia, who 
said in a statement Sun¬ 
day that on Monday, “the 
House will either amend 
the Senate bill so that it is 
responsible and in line with 
the needs of hard working 
taxpayers and middle-class 
families, or pass a motion 
move to conference to ac¬ 
complish the same.” 
Cantor said the House op¬ 
posed the Senate bill “be¬ 
cause - to put it simply - 
we owe the middle class, 
employers and doctors 
better than a two-month 
extension.” Boehner's deci¬ 
sion to back away from a 
deal on the payroll-tax cut 
is similar to his actions dur¬ 
ing debt-reduction talks 
with Obama in July. After it 
appeared that both sides 
had agreed to a deal that 
would cut spending but 
raise taxes on the wealthy, 
Boehner pulled out of talks 
when it became clear that 
the more conservative 
members of his rank and 
file would not agree to the 
tax increase. 

“We are witnessing a pat¬ 
tern of Speaker Boehner 
walking away from bipar¬ 
tisan compromises to kow¬ 
tow to his extreme Tea Par¬ 
ty wing of his caucus,” Rep. 
Chris Van Hollen, D-Md., 
said in a statement. □ 



House Speaker John Boehner of Ohio, flanked by Rep. 

Jeb Hensarling, R-Texas, left, and House Majority Whip 
Kevin McCarthy, R-Calif., briefs reporters on Capitol Hill in 
Washington. A day after the Senate overwhelmingly approved 
legislation to extend a payroll tax cut for two months. House 
Republicans made clear Sunday that they would not support 
the measure. 

(AP Photo/J. Scott Applewhite) 


Egypt’s military, activists 
vie for public support 

HAMZA HENDAWI said he was refused medi- 


Associated Press 
CAIRO (AP) — Egypt's ruling 
military and the revolution¬ 
aries who demand they im¬ 
mediately step down bat¬ 
tled for a third day in the 
streets on Sunday — and 
competed fiercely for the 
support of a broader public 


cal attention. 

The protesters have tried to 
drum up Egyptians’ anger 
at the military by spread¬ 
ing videos and photos of 
military police savagely 
beating young men and 
women to the ground with 
sticks and truncheons — 



An Egyptian protester throws a stone toward soldiers, unseen, 
as a building burns during clashes near Tahrir Square, in Cairo, 
Egypt, Sunday, Dec. 18, 2011. Hundreds of Egyptian soldiers 
swept into Cairo’s Tahrir Square on Saturday, chasing protesters 
and beating them to the ground with sticks and tossing 
journalists' TV cameras off of balconies in the second day of a 
violent crackdown on anti-military protesters that has left nine 
dead and hundreds injured. 

(AP Photo/Ahmad Hammad) 


that has grown tired of tur¬ 
moil since the fall of Hosni 
Mubarak 10 months ago. 

The generals appear to be 
winning the fight for the 
public, despite a heavy- 
handed crackdown on 
protesters around Cairo's 
Tahrir Square using a rough¬ 
ness that rivaled even that 
of Mubarak's widely hated 
police force. 

A man died in police cus¬ 
tody Sunday, and a lawyer 


and the resonant scene of 
a woman in a conservative 
headscarf being stripped 
half naked by soldiers 

who stomp on her chest. 
But so far their efforts to 
win public sympathy don’t 
seem to be gaining traction 
in the face of the military’s 
campaign to depict the 
crowds of hundreds in the 
streets as hooligans and 
vandals, not the idealistic 
activists who succeeded in 
bringing down Mubarak. □ 
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Havel, hero of anti-communist revolution, dies 


KAREL JANICEK 
Associated Press 
PRAGUE (AP) — The end of 

Czechoslovakia’s totalitar¬ 
ian regime was called the 
Velvet Revolution because 
of how smooth the transi¬ 
tion seemed: Communism 
dead in a matter of weeks, 
without a shot fired. But for 
Vaclav Havel, it was a mo¬ 
ment he helped pay for 
with decades of suffering 
and struggle. 

The dissident playwright 
spent years in jail but 
never lost his defiance, or 
his eloquence, and the 
government's attempts 
to crush his will ended up 
expanding his influence. 
He became a source of 
inspiration to Czechs, and 
to all of Eastern Europe. He 
went from prisoner to pres¬ 
ident in 1989, the year the 
Berlin Wall fell and com¬ 
munism crumbled across 
the region. 

Havel died Sunday morn¬ 
ing at his weekend home in 
the northern Czech Repub¬ 
lic. The 75-year-old former 
chain-smoker had a history 
of chronic respiratory prob¬ 
lems dating back to his time 
in prison. 

Shy and bookish, with a 
wispy mustache and un¬ 
kempt hair, Havel helped 
draw the world's attention 
to the anger and frustration 
spilling over behind the Iron 
Curtain. While he was presi¬ 
dent, the Czech Republic 
split from Slovakia, but it 
also made dramatic gains 
in economic might. 

“His peaceful resistance 


shook the foundations of 
an empire, exposed the 
emptiness of a repressive 
ideology, and proved that 
moral leadership is more 
powerful than any weap¬ 


on,” said President Barack 
Obama. “He also embod¬ 
ied the aspirations of half 
a continent that had been 
cut off by the Iron Curtain, 
and helped unleash tides of 
history that led to a united 
and democratic Europe.” 
Mourners laid flowers and 
lit candles at Havel’s villa 
in Prague. A black flag of 
mourning flew over Prague 
Castle, the presidential 
seat, and Havel was also 


remembered at a monu¬ 
ment to the revolution in 
the capital’s downtown. 
“Mr. President, thank you 
for democracy,” one note 
read. 


Lech Walesa, former Pol¬ 
ish president and the No¬ 
bel Peace Prize-winning 
founder of the country’s 
anti-communist Solidarity 
movement, called Havel 
“a great fighter for the free¬ 
dom of nations and for de¬ 
mocracy.” 

“Amid the turbulence of 
modern Europe, his voice 
was the most consistent 
and compelling — end¬ 
lessly searching for the best 


in himself and in each of 
us,” said former U.S. Secre¬ 
tary of State Madeleine K. 
Albright, who is of Czech 
origin. 

Havel was his country’s 


first democratically elect¬ 
ed president, leading it 
through the early challeng¬ 
es of democracy and its 
peaceful 1993 breakup into 
the Czech Republic and 
Slovakia, though his image 
suffered as his people dis¬ 
covered the difficulties of 
transforming their society. 
He was an avowed peace¬ 
nik who was close friends 
with members of the Plastic 
People of the Universe, a 


nonconformist rock band 
banned by the communist 
regime, and whose he¬ 
roes included rockers such 
as Frank Zappa. He never 
quite shed his flower-child 
past and often signed his 
name with a small heart as 
a flourish. 

“Truth and love must pre¬ 
vail over lies and hatred,” 
Havel famously said. It 
became his revolutionary 
motto, which he said he al¬ 
ways strove to live by. 

“It’s interesting that I had 
an adventurous life, even 
though I am not an adven¬ 
turer by nature. It was fate 
and history that caused my 
life to be adventurous rath¬ 
er than me as someone 
who seeks adventure,” he 
once told Czech radio. 
Havel first made a name 
for himself after the 1968 
Soviet-led invasion that 
crushed the Prague Spring 
reforms of Alexander 
Dubcek and other liber¬ 
ally minded communists in 
what was then Czechoslo¬ 
vakia. 

Havel’s plays were banned 
as hard-liners installed by 
Moscow snuffed out every 
whiff of rebellion. But he 
continued to write, produc¬ 
ing a series of underground 
essays that stand with the 
work of Soviet dissident 
Andrei Sakharov as the 
most incisive and eloquent 
analyses of what commu¬ 
nism did to society and the 
individual. One of his best- 
known essays, “The Power 
of the Powerless," was writ¬ 
ten in 1978. □ 



People gather under a Czech national flag as thousands mark the passing of former Czech 
president Vaclav Havel at the Venceslaw’s square in Prague, Czech Republic, Sunday, Dec. 18, 
2011. Havel, the dissident playwright who wove theater into politics to peacefully bring down 
communism in Czechoslovakia and become a hero of the epic struggle that ended the Cold 
War, died Sunday Dec. 18, 2011 in Prague. He was 75. 

(AP Photo/Petr David Josek) 
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Gingrich survives glare to exploit the spotlight 


KATHARINE Q. SEELYE 
© 2011 New York Times 

Early in October, Newt 
Gingrich was completing 
a busy three-day swing 
through South Carolina. 
He had met with Tea Party 
members and others, and 
despite bad poll numbers 
- fallout from a disastrous 
summer after his top aides 
quit en masse - he was be¬ 
ginning to sense a change 
in his fortunes. 

“I’ve got a crazy idea,” 
Gingrich said to Adam 
Waldeck, a 26-year-old 
aide who was driving him in 
a rental car to the Charles¬ 
ton airport. “What do you 
think of moving down here 
full time? I think we can win 
South Carolina.” 

It did seem crazy. Gingrich 
was heavily in debt, had 
no campaign infrastruc¬ 
ture and had been left for 
dead as the race for the 
Republican nomination for 
president moved on with¬ 
out him. 

But his instincts were right. 
Things were changing, and 
soon they would change 
dramatically. His debate 
performances, which 




Candidates on stage for a Republican presidential debate, 
hosted by Fox News in Sioux City, Iowa. Abandoned by top 
aides. Newt Gingrich used the Republican debates, and a good 
deal of luck, to climb back into the primary race. From right: 
Rep. Michele Bachmann (R-Minn.), Rep. Ron Paul (R-Texas), 
former House Speaker Newt Gingrich and former Massachusetts 
Gov. Mitt Romney. 

(Eric Thayer/For The New York Times) 

showcased his command in South Carolina. Amid an 
of issues, combativeness anti-Washington mood, he 
against President Barack reveled in the bare-bones 
Obama and the media, 
and mastery at generating 
free publicity, earned him 
another look from voters. 

More people were show¬ 
ing up to see him. Money 
started trickling in, and he 
was able to make strategic 
moves, like staking a claim 


nature of his campaign, 
denouncing the influence 
of consultants he could 
no longer afford; his wife, 
Callista, whom many of 
his aides had blamed for 
the problems that led to 
his campaign’s summer 
meltdown, took on a more 
active behind-the-scenes 
role, installing a friend as 
campaign manager, rede¬ 
signing the campaign logo 
and coaching Gingrich on 
his stage performance. 
And one by one, his rivals 
as the alternative to Mitt 
Romney collapsed. 

By mid-November, Gingrich 
had lifted himself from a 
low of about 2 percentage 
points in the polls in mid- 
June to the lead in many 
national and state polls to¬ 
day. With just 16 days until 
Republican voters begin 
choosing a nominee at the 


Iowa caucuses on Jan. 3, 
he is favored in three of the 
four early voting states - the 
exception is New Hamp¬ 
shire, Romney’s adopted 
home state. 

Gingrich has hardly dis¬ 
patched all of his problems. 
Vociferous critics within 
the party say he is incendi¬ 
ary and undisciplined and 
carries too much personal 
baggage. 

As the perceived front-run¬ 
ner, he is drawing a bar¬ 
rage of attacks from his 
rivals. His strategy appears 
to be set on the spur of the 
moment: he had planned 
to spend this weekend at 
home, but as the criticism 
mounted and his negative 
ratings rose, he added a 
Sunday-morning television 
appearance and confer¬ 
ence calls with reporters 
and supporters. □ 


American who was jailed in Peru 
blocked from leaving country 


ANDREA ZARATE 
ELIZABETH A. HARRIS 
© 2011 New York Times 
WASHINGTON/LIMA - Lori 


Berenson, the New Yorker 
who was jailed in Peru on 
terrorism charges more than 
15 years ago, was blocked 
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from leaving the country 
for what was to have been 
her first visit home since her 
arrest, she said Saturday. A 
Peruvian court had granted 
her permission to visit her 
family in New York for the 
holidays, but when she and 
her young son arrived at 
the airport Friday night, they 
were turned away by im¬ 
migration authorities.“They 
said I needed a document 
for immigration and I didn’t 
have it,” Berenson said, “so 
they wouldn’t let me leave 
the country.” It was unclear 
what document immigra¬ 
tion authorities wanted. Be¬ 
renson said she had all of 
the documents required for 
travel. Peru’s anti-terrorism 
prosecutor, Julio Galindo, 
had filed a complaint late 
Friday to the court that had 
granted Berenson permis¬ 
sion to travel, arguing that 
it violated the law. Beren¬ 
son was freed on parole 
last year but had been re¬ 
quired to remain in Peru 
until the end of her 20-year 
sentence for collaborat¬ 
ing with a terrorist group 
in 1995. A spokesman for 
the Judiciary Department, 
however, said the prosecu¬ 
tor's complaint should not 
have prevented her from 
leaving the country,Q 
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Iowa evangelicals split among Perry, other social conservatives 



Republican presidential candidate Texas Gov. Rick Perry 
speaks during a campaign stop at the Chickasaw Event 
Center in New Hampton, Iowa, Sunday, Dec. 18, 2011. 

(AP Photo/Chris Carlson) 


R.G. Ratcliffe 
© 2011 Cox Newspapers 
AUSTIN, Texas - When Gov. 
Rick Perry gathered nation¬ 
al and state social conser¬ 
vative leaders in Houston 
for a day of prayer called 
the Response, it looked as 
if evangelical Christian vot¬ 
ers would become the cor¬ 
nerstone of his campaign 
for the Republican presi¬ 
dential nomination. 

Then came a series of 
gaffes and poor debate 
performances, and poll 
numbers indicated he’d 
lost some early backers 
and turned off prospective 
voters as well. Now, as Per¬ 
ry seeks momentum from 
the Jan. 3 Iowa caucuses 
to carry him forward into 
primaries in South Carolina 
and Florida, his best hope 
for political salvation may 
rest with those same social 
conservative voters. 

But Perry faces several hur¬ 
dles in his quest to win over 
evangelical voters -- who 
in 2008 represented 60 per¬ 
cent of those who turned 


out for the Iowa Republi¬ 
can caucuses, according 
to television network exit 
polls, and made up 40 per¬ 
cent of the voters in GOP 
primary states. 

There are simply too many 
social conservatives in 
the race at this stage. 
Iowa evangelicals have a 


choice between Perry, U.S. 
Rep. Michele Bachmann of 
Minnesota, former U.S. Sen. 
RickSantorum of Pennsylva¬ 
nia and former U.S. House 
Speaker Newt Gingrich. 

In the early period when he 
was introducing himself to 
voters. Perry’s record and 
statements on some issues 


GOP hopefuls cram in events 
with voters before holiday break 


MICHAEL D. SHEAR 
© 2011 New York Times 
ALGONA, Iowa - The Re¬ 
publican candidates for 
president logged hundreds 
of highway miles Saturday 
as they stepped up con¬ 
tact with voters before a 
forced interruption for the 
holidays next week. 

Late Saturday evening, 
Mitt Romney earned the 
endorsement of The Des 
Moines Register, the state's 
largest newspaper, which 
praised his “sobriety, wis¬ 
dom and judgment” and 
said he had “matured” as 
a candidate. Earlier in the 
day, Romney rallied his sup¬ 
porters with Gov. Nikki Hal¬ 
ey of South Carolina, during 
the second of two days in 
the state. Haley endorsed 
Romney on Friday in the 


hopes of blunting Newt Gin¬ 
grich’s momentum there. 
The twin endorsements for 
Romney may improve his 
chances in the Iowa cau¬ 
cuses. The Register has a 
mixed record in picking 
nominees; in 2008, it picked 
Sens. John McCain and Hill¬ 
ary Rodham Clinton, both 
of whom went on to lose 
the state’s caucuses. And 
even as it heaped praise 
on Romney, the newspa¬ 
per noted his evolution on 
many issues and wrote, 
“Voters will have to decide 
for themselves whether 
such subtly nuanced state¬ 
ments express Romney’s 
true beliefs or if he's trying 
to have it both ways." 

Gov. Rick Perry of Texas 
and Rep. Michele Bach¬ 
mann of Minnesota criss¬ 


crossed northwest Iowa in 
their campaign buses Sat¬ 
urday, sometimes missing 
each other by just minutes 
at diners, bakeries and cof¬ 
fee houses as they scram¬ 
bled to motivate their sup¬ 
porters ahead of the state’s 
caucuses on Jan. 3. Jon M. 
Huntsman Jr. campaigned 
in New Hampshire, where 
he hopes to finish well 
enough to be considered a 
leading candidate. 

And Gingrich, who had 
stepped off the campaign 
trail for the weekend, held a 
telephone town hall for sup¬ 
porters in Iowa aimed at re¬ 
futing attacks on his record. 
Campaign officials said 
more than 14,000 lowans 
joined the conference call, 
which also sought to recruit 
volunteers to be precinct 
captains on caucus day. Q 


-- a vaccine mandate for 
teen girls against a sexually 
transmitted virus, in-state 
tuition for children of illegal 
immigrants and the extent 
of states' rights to define 
marriage - alienated some 
evangelicals. 

Gingrich's recent rise in the 
polls suggests that at least 
some evangelicals are will¬ 
ing to forgive the twice-di¬ 
vorced former speaker for 
his marital infidelity as long 
as they believe he is the 
best candidate to take on 


President Barack Obama in 
November. As if fhose chal¬ 
lenges were not enough. 
Perry is also racing the 
clock, with only two weeks 
before voting begins. 

"Perry really doesn't get a 
second chance to make a 
first impression. That's why 
it's taking him so long to 
come back," said David 
Barton, the founder of fhe 
Aledo, Texas-based Wall- 
Builders , which promotes 
government policy based 
on the BibleO 
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Army is pressed on why it 


kept trusting Manning 


David Coombs, attorney for 
Army Pfc. Bradley Manning, 
walks into a courthouse in 
Fort Meade, Md., Sunday, 
Dec. 18, 2011, before a mili¬ 
tary hearing that will deter¬ 
mine if Manning should face 
court-martial for his alleged 
role in the WikiLeaks classi¬ 
fied leaks case. 

(AP Photo/Patrick Semansky) 

DAVID DISHNEAU 
PAULINE JELINEK 
Associated Press 
FORT MEADE, Maryland (AP) 

— A military hearing for the 
Army private charged with 
spilling a mountain of se¬ 
crets to WikiLeaks focused 
Sunday on why Pfc. Brad¬ 


ley Manning remained en¬ 
trusted with highly sensitive 
information after showing 
hostile behavior to those 
around him. 

A supervisor who might 
have shed light on that 
question refused to testify. 
On the third day of the 
hearing to determine 
whether Manning will be 
court-martialed on 22 
charges, including aiding 
the enemy, his defense 
sought to build on its case 
that his supervisors in the 
2nd Brigade Combat Team 
should have seen enough 
red flags to suspend or re¬ 


voke his access to secret 
information months before 
the leaks. 

Capt. Casey Fulton, an 
Army intelligence officer, 
testified Sunday it was 
impossible to supervise 
analysts such as Manning 
constantly. “You have to 
trust that they'll safeguard 
the material the way that 
they've been taught,” she 
said. The defense has em¬ 
phasized what it regards as 
a failure by Manning’s clos¬ 
est supervisor, Sgt. 1st Class 
Paul Adkins, to suspend the 
intelligence security clear¬ 
ance after at least two fits 
of rage by the private dur¬ 
ing which he overturned 
furniture. Adkins refused to 
testify Sunday, invoking his 
right against self-incrimina- 
tion, when summoned by 
the government. 

Other testimony revealed 
that Manning, serving in 
Iraq in 2009 and 2010, was 
sometimes angry and dis¬ 
tant with others from his 
unit. The defense has said 
that Manning, who is gay, 
was bullied by fellow sol¬ 
diers. Manning's defense 
team says he told Adkins 
he suffered from gender- 
identity disorder — the be¬ 
lief that he was born the 
wrong sex. 

Manning is accused of il¬ 
legally leaking a wealth of 
secret information, includ¬ 
ing hundreds of thousands 
of battlefield reports and 
State Department cables. 
Disclosures surfaced on 
the anti-secrecy website 
WikiLeaks in a breach that 
rattled U.S. foreign rela¬ 
tions and, according to 
the government, imperiled 
valuable military and diplo¬ 
matic sourcesO 
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Police arrest NY man in 
burning death of woman 


SARAH MASLIN NIR 
AL BAKER 
TIM STELLOH 
© 2011 New York Times 
NEW YORK - Less than 
12 hours after the horrific 
death of a woman who was 
burned alive in the elevator 
of her apartment building, 
a man who the police said 
was “reeking of gasoline” 
surrendered and implicat¬ 
ed himself in the crime, the 
police said Sunday. 

The police said in a state¬ 


The man attacks the wom¬ 
an, Deloris Gillespie, 73, as 
she tries to leave the ele¬ 
vator on the fifth floor, lad¬ 
en with groceries. As the 
doors open, the man first 
sprays her in the face and 
then douses her methodi¬ 
cally from head to toe with 
what a city official said was 
an accelerant as she turns 
and cowers, raising her 
hands, the grocery bags 
hanging from her wrists. 
After cornering her in the 



A surveillance photo provided by the New York Police Depart¬ 
ment shows a suspect wanted in connection with a homicide, in 
the Brooklyn borough of New York. A woman burned to death in 
the elevator of her Brooklyn apartment building Saturday after¬ 
noon after a man ambushed her, sprayed her with liquid and set 
her afire with a Molotov cocktail, police said. 

(AP Photo/New York Police Department) 


ment that the man, Jerome 
Isaac, 47, came into a tran¬ 
sit police station about two 
and a half miles from the 
apartment in Brooklyn, ear¬ 
ly Sunday morning. 

The attack was captured in 
chilling surveillance video, 
its images disturbingly clear. 
Two cameras, one in the 
elevator, one in a hallway 
of the apartment building, 
show a man dressed as 
an exterminator, wearing 
white gloves, with a protec¬ 
tive mask perched atop his 
head and carrying a con¬ 
tainer on his back. 


elevator, the man strug¬ 
gles to ignite a barbecue 
lighter, which he uses to 
set Gillespie on fire. He re¬ 
treats momentarily into the 
hall and then returns with a 
Molotov cocktail - a wine 
or Champagne bottle filled 
with accelerant with a rag 
stuffed in its neck - and 
hurls it at her. Suddenly, 
the silent video goes white 
with a conflagration in the 
small space, the disturbing 
silent film capturing what is 
perhaps a singular act of 
violence: a woman being 
burned alive. □ 


Fort Hood welcomes home 
more troops from Iraq 


ANGELA K. BROWN 

Associated Press 

FORT HOOD, Texas (AP) — 

Nearly 300 soldiers among 
the last U.S. combat troops 
returning from Iraq have 
been greeted 
with their loved ones' 
cheers and hugs at Fort 
Hood. 

The troops tightly em¬ 
braced spouses, children 
and other relatives who 
had waited on the Texas 
Army post for their 3 a.m. 
arrival Sunday. 



The soldiers from the 2nd 
Brigade, 1st Cavalry Divi¬ 
sion said they were glad to 


be home before Christmas 

— and relieved to be out of 
Iraq. 

Staff Sgt. Elama Palemene 
hugged his wife and two 
young daughters after re¬ 
turning from his fourth de¬ 
ployment. 

Palemene’s group was 
among many returning to 
Fort Hood in recent weeks 

— one nearly every day — 
because of the troop with¬ 
drawal, said Staff Sgt. Jef¬ 
ferson VanWey, 

a 1st Cavalry spokesman.□ 
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Bahrain police fire tear gas after funeral 



Anti-government protesters run with a Bahraini flag from tear 
gas fired by riot police toward protestors along a highway near 
the Shiite Muslim village of Maqsha, Bahrain, Sunday, Dec. 18, 
2011. Police in Bahrain on Sunday fired tear gas at thousands 
of demonstrators chanting anti-government slogans after the 
funeral of an elderly man who witnesses say died from tear gas 
inhalation. 

(AP Photo/Hasan Jamali) 
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MANAMA, Bahrain (AP) — 

Police in Bahrain on Sun¬ 
day fired tear gas at thou¬ 
sands of demonstrators 
chanting anti-government 
slogans after the funeral 
of an elderly man who wit¬ 
nesses say died from tear 
gas inhalation. 

The unrest Sunday is the 
fourth straight day of clash¬ 
es between opposition 
supporters and security 
forces along a main high¬ 
way west of the Bahraini 
capital Manama. 

At least 40 people have 
been killed since Febru¬ 
ary, when Bahrain's Shiite 


majority started cam¬ 
paigning for more rights 
from Sunni rulers in the 
Gulf kingdom that is the 
home of the U.S. Navy's 
5th Fleet. 

Amir al-Mouali said his 
73-year-old neighbor, Ab- 
dulali Ali Ahmed, was tak¬ 
en to a hospital Saturday 
morning after struggling 
to breath during a night 
of heavy clashes near his 
home along the Budaiya 
highway, which connects 
a string of Shiite villages 
west of Manama. 
Al-Mouali said Ahmed 
died Saturday evening. 


In a statement Sunday, 
Bahrain's Interior Ministry 
said Ahmed died of natural 
causes. 

The demonstrations along 
the strategic highway has 
been going since Thursday. 
The Budaiya highway leads 
to a junction that is roughly 
half a kilometer (a quarter of 
a mile) south of Manama’s 
Pearl Square, the former fo¬ 
cus of Bahrain’s Shiite upris¬ 
ings. 

Government forces evicted 
protesters from the Pearl 
Square in March and tore 
down the pearl sculpture 
that marked the site. □ 


South Korea urges Japan to 
compensate former sex slaves 


MARTIN FACKLER 
© 2011 New York Times 
TOKYO - President Lee 
Myung-bak of South Korea 
used what was supposed 
to be a routine visit to Ja¬ 
pan on Sunday to press for 
compensation for Korean 
women who were forced 
to work as prostitutes by 
the Japanese military dur¬ 
ing World War II. He called 
the issue a “burden” on 
relations between the two 
nations. 

Lee devoted more than 
half of an hourlong meet¬ 
ing with his Japanese host. 
Prime Minister Yoshihiko 
Noda, to urge a speedy 
resolution of the issue, a 
longstanding sore point 
between the two coun¬ 
tries. Historians say that 
thousands of women, 
many of them from the Ko¬ 
rean Peninsula or areas of 
China that were occupied 
by Japanese troops, were 
forced to work as sex slaves 
during the war. 

According to South Korean 
and Japanese officials, at 


the meeting on Sunday, 
Lee told Noda that time 
was running out to resolve 
the issue during the vic¬ 
tims' lifetimes. Of all the 
women who have come 
forward over the years to 
say they were forced to 
work at Japanese military 
brothels, only 63 remain 
alive, and their average 
age is 86. 

Lee told Noda that 16 
of the former sex slaves, 
whom the Japanese forc¬ 
es euphemistically called 
“comfort women,” had 
died in the last year, the 
officials said. 

“I think we need to have 
the courage of resolving, 
as a priority, the issue of 
comfort women, which 
has been a stumbling 
block in relations,” Lee 
told Noda, according to 
a South Korean govern¬ 
ment statement. 

Noda told reporters that 
he had responded to Lee 
by repeating Japan’s po¬ 
sition on the issue: that the 
1965 treaty that normal¬ 


ized relations between South 
Korea and Japan also end¬ 
ed all claims for compensa¬ 
tion related to the war or to 
Japan’s harsh rule of the Ko¬ 
rean Peninsula from 1910 to 
1945. 

But he also signaled flexibil¬ 
ity by saying that Japan was 
willing to make efforts “from 
a humanitarian standpoint." 
Many South Koreans say the 
1965 treaty does not apply 
to the sex slaves case be¬ 
cause the issue had not yet 
come to light when it was 
signed. It emerged only in 
the 1990s, when some of the 
aging former victims began 
to speak out. 

Lee’s focus on the issue on 
Sunday seemed to surprise 
many Japanese, who ex¬ 
pected his visit to center 
on a trade pact and other 
economic matters. Lee, who 
was born in Japan during the 
war and is generally seen as 
friendly toward Japan, had 
not raised the issue at any 
previous summit meeting 
with Japan since taking of¬ 
fice in 20080 
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Russian oil platform capsizes; 4 dead, 49 missing 



In this undated handout photo released by 
Arktikmorneftegazrazvedka an oil drilling platform “Kolskaya” 
is seen in the Sea of Okhotsk. The oil drilling platform has 
capsized in the Sea of Okhotsk off Russia's east coast, leaving 
four people reportedly dead and 49 missing. The Emergencies 
Ministry said in a statement Sunday that there were 67 
people aboard the platform as it was being towed about 200 
kilometers (120 miles) off the coast of Sakhalin Island in stormy 
conditions. It said 14 people had been rescued. 

(AP Photo/Arktikmorneftegazrazvedka, HO) 


NATALIYA VASILYEVA 
Associated Press 
MOSCOW (AP) — Rescue 
workers are searching for 
49 men in freezing, remote 
waters off Russia’s east 
coast after their oil rig cap¬ 
sized and sank amid fierce 
storms on Sunday. 

By nightfall, four men had 
been confirmed dead, 14 
others had been plucked 
alive from the churning, 
icy waters by the ship that 
had been towing the Kol¬ 
skaya drilling platform. But 
the search for the remain¬ 
ing men was hampered by 
freezing temperatures, a 
driving blizzard and strong 
winds. 

Dmitry Dmitriyenko, gover¬ 
nor of the Murmansk region 
in Russia’s north-west where 
33 of the men come from, 
urged friends and fami¬ 
lies not to lose hope late 
Sunday, but admitted the 
chance of the men surviv¬ 
ing in the one degree Cel¬ 
sius (33.8 Fahrenheit) water 


is approaching zero. 

“This is a terrible disaster 
which took the crew un¬ 
awares,” he said in a state¬ 
ment. “But there is still a 


chance.” 

The Emergencies Ministry 
said that 67 people had 
been aboard the plat¬ 
form as it was being towed 


about 200 kilometers (120 
miles) off the coast of 
Sakhalin, a large island just 
north of Japan in the Sea 
of Okhotsk in the western 
Pacific Ocean that until 
the late 19th century had 
been the Russian Empire’s 
most remote penal colony. 
Of the 67 people aboard, 
53 were crewmembers 
and 14 were workers and 
support staff, RIA Novosti 
news agency reported. 
Airplanes and helicopters 
patrolled the area Sunday, 
but called their search 
off just after sunset. Minis¬ 
try officials said two boats 
will continue the search 
throughout the night, and 
the air search team would 
return with another two 
ships in the morning. 

The Transportation Ministry 
said the platform started 
sinking after a strong wave 
broke some of its equip¬ 
ment and the portholes in 
the crew’s dining room. 
One 5-meter (16-foot) wave 


washed away its lifeboats, 
leaving the crew with no 
escape, and several hours 
later it sank, officials said. 
There were no immediate 
reports of environmen¬ 
tal damage — unlikely as 
the platform was not drill¬ 
ing for oil when it capsized 
and carried a negligible 
amount of fuel.a 
The Kolskaya rig — 70 me¬ 
ters (226 feet) long and 80 
meters (262 feet) wide — 
was built in Finland in 1985, 
and is owned by Russian 
offshore exploration firm 
Arktikmorneftegazrazved¬ 
ka. It carried out work un¬ 
der a contract with Russian 
energy giant Gazprom. 
Sakhalin is a largely unde¬ 
veloped area, dominated 
by pristine nature. Russia, 
United States, Europe and 
Japan have worked off its 
shores for a nearly decade, 
producing oil and gas. 
There have not been any 
previous significant acci¬ 
dents in the regionO 


Kazakhstan violence spreads to second town 


ELLEN BARRY 
© 2011 New York Times 
MOSCOW - Violence be¬ 
tween striking workers and 
authorities in western Ka¬ 
zakhstan spread over the 
weekend, bringing the 
death toll to 14, the coun¬ 
try’s general prosecutor 
announced Sunday. The 
clashes began Friday in the 
city of Zhanaozen, where 
police officers opened 
fire on striking oil workers 
who had occupied a city 
square for six months de¬ 
manding better wages. 
Authorities said 13 people 
died, and 86 were wound¬ 


ed. Relatives and some wit¬ 
nesses have said the death 
toll was much higher. On 
Saturday, several hundred 
protesters blocked railroad 
tracks in Shetpe, a town 
north of Zhanaozen, to pro¬ 
test the treatment of the 
other activists. The police 
opened fire, killing one per¬ 
son and wounding about 
a dozen more. Authorities 
said the police made pro¬ 
tracted efforts to convince 
the protesters to withdraw 
from the railroad tracks but 
“50 hooligans” refused to. 
Only after a crowd pelted 
the police with stones and 


Molotov cocktails and set a did the police begin to fire office said. Five police offi- 
locomotive and the munici- in the air and at demonstra- cers were injured, the state- 
pal Christmas tree on fire tors’ legs, the prosecutor's ment said.Q 

Kazakh riot police officers 
detain a demonstrator during an 
opposition rally in Kazakhstan's 
commercial capital Almaty, 
Saturday, Dec. 17, 2011. Speakers 
at a small meeting in the 
center of Almaty, demanded 
that the government set up 
an investigation commission 
to explore the precise causes 
of the violence in Zhanaozen. 
Authorities in Kazakhstan said 
Saturday that they have restored 
order to an oil town rocked by 
fatal clashes between police and 
demonstrators. 

(AP Photo 
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Israel begins second part of prisoner swap 



Released Palestinian prisoners arrive at the village of Rafat, near the West Bank city of Ramallah, 
late Sunday, Dec 18, 2011. Israel released hundreds of Palestinian prisoners late Sunday, the sec¬ 
ond and final phase of a swap with Gaza Hamas militants that brought home an Israeli soldier after 
five years in captivity. 

(AP Photo/Nasser Shiyoukhi) 


ETHAN BRONNER 
© 2011 New York Times 

Khaled Abu Aker in Ramal¬ 
lah, West Bank, and Fares 
Akram in Gaza contributed 
reporting. 

JERUSALEM - Israel was in 
the process on Sunday of 
releasing some 550 Palestin¬ 
ian prisoners in the second 
half of a swap that freed 
one of its soldiers, Sgt. Gi- 
lad Schalit, who had been 
held by Hamas in Gaza for 
more than five years. The 
prisoners had been gath¬ 
ered at several spots and 
were being sent by bus, 
most of them to the West 
Bank with a small group 
going to Gaza and a few 
to East Jerusalem and Jor¬ 
dan. The first phase of the 
exchange took place in 
October and involved hun¬ 
dreds of Palestinians serv¬ 
ing life sentences, many 
of them Hamas members 
convicted of killing Israelis. 
There are no members of 
Hamas or Islamic Jihad in 
the second group.About 


half the prisoners were serv¬ 
ing four years or less, and 
a third of them two years 
or less, often for things like 
throwing stones or Molo¬ 
tov cocktails or possessing 
weapons. Some 10 percent 
had sentences of 10 years 
or more, mostly for throw¬ 
ing or planting bombs or 


attempted murder. Ten 
percent are younger than 
18 years old; three of the 
prisoners are 14 years old. 
Palestinians expressed an¬ 
ger that the release was 
taking place at night, mak¬ 
ing it difficult to celebrate, 
and said that those being 
freed were not the ones 


they would have chosen 
first. “This is not a serious 
part of the exchange,” Issa 
Qaraqe, the Palestinian 
minister of detainees for the 
West Bank-based Palestin¬ 
ian Authority, said in a tele¬ 
phone interview. “Many 
of those being released 
were due to get out within 


months anyway and there 
are women left behind and 
prisoners who have been 
there a long time. If Israel 
had wanted to make a 
real good-will gesture, the 
list would have been totally 
different."Under the deal, 
Israel chose the prisoners re¬ 
leased in the second group 
with the only condition that 
they be security prisoners 
and not those convicted 
of common crimes. Pales¬ 
tinian youths threw stones 
at Israeli troops near Ra¬ 
mallah in the West Bank as 
the release got under way. 
The soldiers responded with 
tear gas and rubber bul¬ 
lets. There were more than 
a dozen injuries reported 
among the Palestinians 
and one soldier hurt. Presi¬ 
dent Mahmoud Abbas 
of the Palestinian Author¬ 
ity left Sunday for a visit to 
Turkey so the reception 
planned for the released 
prisoners at the presiden¬ 
tial compound in Ramallah 
was to be briefO 


Philippine storm toll exceeds 650; 900 missing 


BULUT MARQUEZ 
JIM GOMEZ 
Associated Press 
ILIGAN, Philippines (AP) — 

As a storm that killed more 
than 650 in the southern 
Philippines raged outside 
the store where she works. 
Amor Limbago worriedly 
called home to check on 
her parents, but their cell¬ 
phones just kept ringing 
and later went dead. 
Limbago, 21, rushed home 
as soon as the flash floods 
receded and confirmed 
her worst fear: Her parents 
and seven other relatives 
were gone, swept away 
from their hut by the river. 
They had eagerly planned 


a small Christmas dinner in 
that hut just days earlier. 

“I returned and saw that 
our house was completely 
gone,” a weeping Lim¬ 
bago told The Associated 
Press from Cagayan de Oro 
city. “There was nothing 
but mud all over and knee- 
deep floodwaters.” 

Tropical Storm Washi blew 
away Sunday after dev¬ 
astating a wide swath of 
the mountainous region on 
Mindanao island, which is 
unaccustomed to major 
storms. It killed at least 652 
people and left more than 
900 others missing, the Phil¬ 
ippine Red Cross said. 

Most of the victims were 


asleep Friday night when 
flash floods cascaded 
down mountain slopes with 
logs and uprooted trees, 
swelling rivers. The late-sea- 
son tropical storm turned 
the worst-hit coastal cities 
of Cagayan de Oro and 
nearby lligan into muddy 
wastelands filled with over¬ 
turned cars and broken 
trees. Most of the dead 
were children and women. 
Red Cross Secretary Gen¬ 
eral Gwendolyn Pang said. 
The government’s Office of 
Civil Defense placed the 
number of dead at 516 with 
274 missing and 431 others 
rescued. Its head, Benito 
Ramos, said he expected 


the toll to rise and added 
that the government count 
was slower because au¬ 
thorities try to identify each 
casualty by verifying it with 
relatives.Defense Secretary 
Voltaire Gazmin and top 
military officials flew to Ca¬ 
gayan de Oro and lligan to 
help oversee search-and- 
rescue efforts and deal with 
about 45,000 displaced vil¬ 
lagers. Among the items 
urgently needed are cof¬ 
fins and body bags, said 
Benito Ramos, who heads 
the government's disas¬ 
ter-response agency. “It’s 
overwhelming. We didn’t 
expect these many dead," 
said Ramos, adding that 


authorities were continuing 
to find bodies floating at 
sea. Although the disaster- 
prone Philippines is lashed 
by about 20 typhoons and 
storms annually, the dev¬ 
astation shocked many, 
coming close to Christ¬ 
mas — the predominantly 
Roman Catholic nation’s 
most-awaited time for fam¬ 
ily reunions. Army officials 
in the south said they can¬ 
celed Christmas parties and 
would donate the food to 
homeless survivors. 

Limbago said she and her 
mother, Jean, 50, and fa¬ 
ther Amancio, 63, planned 
to have a simple Christmas 
dinner of spaghetti.Q 
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Pakistani president returns from medical treatment 



A supporter of a Pakistani religious party Jamaat-e-lslami 
shouts slogans during a rally against the recent NATO airstrikes 
that killed 24 Pakistan army soldiers, Sunday, Dec. 18, 2011, in 
Peshawar, Pakistan. Pakistan’s president returned home early 
Monday, nearly two weeks after a surprise trip to Dubai for 
medical treatment sparked rumors that he might step down 
under pressure from the country's powerful military. 

(AP Photo/Mohammad Sajjad) 


ASHRAF KHAN 
Associated Press 
KARACHI, Pakistan (AP) 

— Pakistan's president re¬ 
turned home early Mon¬ 
day, nearly two weeks after 
a surprise trip to Dubai for 
medical treatment sparked 
rumors that he might step 
down under pressure from 
the country’s powerful mili¬ 
tary. President Asif Ali Zard- 
ari’s arrival will likely help 
quell speculation about his 
future. But officials have 
not spelled out exactly 
what was wrong with the 
president, and he is still un¬ 
der threat from a memo 
scandal that has upset the 
army and already forced 
the Pakistani ambassador 
to the U.S. to resign. Zard- 
ari’s plane landed at an air 
base in the southern port 
city of Karachi shortly af¬ 
ter midnight, said Manzoor 
Wassan, the home minister 
in Sindh province where Ka¬ 
rachi is the capital. 

The president flew to Dubai 
on Dec. 6 amid confusion 
over his medical state and 
reason for leaving. Officials 
released a statement by 


his doctor last week say¬ 
ing Zardari, who has a 
heart condition, had lost 
consciousness for several 
minutes and was suffering 
from pain in his arm. One 
associate has said private¬ 
ly that the president suf¬ 
fered a “mini-stroke” that 
had left no lasting affects. 
Zardari is under pressure 
over his alleged connec¬ 
tion to a secret memo sent 
to Washington in May seek¬ 
ing U.S. help in averting a 
supposed military coup, 
following the American 
raid that killed Osama bin 
Laden. Pakistan’s former 
ambassador to the U.S., 
Husain Haqqani, has been 
accused of masterminding 
the memo with Zardari’s 
support. Both Haqqani and 
the president have denied 
the allegations, but the en¬ 
voy resigned in the wake of 
the scandal. Pakistan's Su¬ 
preme Court is scheduled 
to begin a hearing into the 
memo scandal on Mon¬ 
day. Pakistan has also been 
rattled by NATO airstrikes on 
Nov. 26 that killed 24 Paki¬ 
stani soldiers at two army 


posts along the Afghan 
border. More than 30,000 
Islamists rallied against the 
U.S. in the eastern city of La¬ 
hore on Sunday, demand¬ 
ing Islamabad cut off ties 
with Washington. The pro¬ 
test highlighted the ability 
of hard-liners to bring their 
supporters into the streets, 


as well as lasting anger over 
the attack, which has com¬ 
plicated U.S. efforts to enlist 
Pakistan's cooperation on 
the Afghan war. The U.S. 
has expressed its condo¬ 
lences for the airstrikes, but 
this has done little to calm 
anger in Pakistan’s military, 
which has claimed the at¬ 


tack was deliberate. Paki¬ 
stan has already retaliated 
by closing its Afghan border 
to supplies meant for NATO 
troops in Afghanistan and 
kicking the U.S. out of an 
air base used by American 
drones. “All agreements 
(with the U.S.) should be 
terminated,” Hafiz Saeed, 
the head of the group that 
organized Sunday’s pro¬ 
test, Jamaat-ud-Dawa, 
told the crowd. “We say 
all agreements terminated 
the day the attack hap¬ 
pened.” Jamaat-ud-Dawa 
is widely considered to be 
the front group for Lashkar- 
e-Taiba, a militant orga¬ 
nization that was started 
with help from the Pakistani 
government to fight arch¬ 
enemy India, but has been 
officially banned under in¬ 
ternational pressure. Lash- 
kar-e-Taiba is blamed for 
the 2008 attacks in Mumbai 
that killed 166 people. India 
has demanded Pakistan 
crack down on the group, 
but Islamabad has shown 
little willingness to go after 
Lashkar-e-Taiba or Jamaat- 
ud-Dawa. a 


Iran TV shows suspected US spy ‘confessing’ 


ALI AKBAR DAREINI 
Associated Press 
TEHRAN, Iran (AP) — Iran’s 

state TV broadcast video 
of a young man Sunday it 
claimed was a CIA spy who 
sought to infiltrate Iran's se¬ 
cret services. The TV identi¬ 
fied the man, apparently in 
his late 20s, as Amir Mirzaei 
Hekmati, an American-lra- 
nian who received special 
training and served at U.S. 
military bases in Iraq and 
Afghanistan before head¬ 
ing to Iran for his alleged in¬ 
telligence mission. 

“Their (US intelligence) plan 
was to initially burn some 
valuable information, to 
give it free so that (Iran’s) 
Intelligence Ministry would 
see the good things and 


then would contact me,” 
said in a part of the confes¬ 
sion that was broadcast. 
The voice of an unnamed 
announcer on the video 
said U.S. intelligence was 
certain that Iran's secret 
services would not ignore 
the data. 

Therefore, they provided a 
mix of correct and false in¬ 
formation to mislead Iran’s 
intelligence but tempt it at 
the same time. “Iran's in¬ 
telligence apparatus over¬ 
came the thirst and detect¬ 
ed the deception, identi¬ 
fied the intelligence cor¬ 
ridors (Hekmati's alleged 
link to U,.S. intelligence) ... 
and contained the infiltra¬ 
tion mission,” it said. The TV 
showed a card with writing 


in English identifying the 
bearer as an “army con¬ 
tractor.” It also showed 
several photos of the man 
identified as Hekmati, some 
of them in military uniform, 
together with U.S. army of¬ 
ficers. 

There was no immediate 
comment from Washing¬ 
ton. The broadcast said 
Hekmati was born in Ari¬ 
zona in the U.S. but was of 
Iranian descent. 

In a statement released 
Saturday, Iran’s Intelligence 
Ministry said its agents iden¬ 
tified Hekmati at Bagram 
Air Field in Afghanistan. 
Bagram is the main base 
for American and other in¬ 
ternational forces outside 
KabulO 
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ARUBA 
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Full kitchen open laj 
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3rd ANNUAL 

Boo Bash 

1NIID CASH Prizes 


The woman who saves cable networks 



Bonnie Hammer, chairwoman of NBCUniversal Cable En¬ 
tertainment. Hammer is responsible for “the biggest part” 
of NBCUniversal’s overall revenue, Stephen Burke, the 
chief executive, said. 

(Tina Fineberg/The New York Times) 


BILL CARTER 

© 2011 New York Times 
NEW YORK - Early into Bon¬ 
nie Hammer’s first stint 
running a cable network, 
she knew something was 
wrong. The SciFi channel 
was emerging as a destina¬ 
tion for fans of the genre, 
largely on her strategy of 
reviving the mini-series. 

But looking at the first day 
of shooting “Taken,” an 
alien abduction series with 
what then was the outra¬ 
geous budget of $40 mil¬ 
lion, she knew the lead 
child actress was not strong 
enough. She pushed the 
show’s studio, Dreamworks, 
and its renowned produc¬ 
er, Steven Spielberg, for a 
different actress. 

Her choice: the 10-year-old 
Dakota Fanning. 

“Taken” vaulted the fledg¬ 
ling network to the No. 1 
spot in cable ratings for 
two weeks, an early sign 
of Hammer's astute pro¬ 
gramming instincts and of 
a quality her mentor, Barry 
Diller, called “a steely re¬ 
solve.” 

A decade later, Hammer 
has ridden that resolve and 
those instincts to a position 
of enormous influence and 
financial power in cable 
television. If cable is king. 
Hammer, chairwoman of 
NBCUniversal Cable Enter¬ 
tainment, is cable’s queen 
and, since the departure 
of Judy McGrath from Via¬ 
com last May, possibly its 
most important executive. 
Her ever-expanding col¬ 
lection of assets, including 
USA Network, the renamed 
Syfy, the E Entertainment 
channel, and the G4 net¬ 
work, as well as a nascent 
but growing television pro¬ 
duction studio, were the 
linchpin of Comcast's $30 


billion takeover of NBC Uni¬ 
versal in 2009. 

Published reports have es¬ 
timated the annual profits 
for those assets at close to 
$2 billion. Stephen B. Burke, 
the NBCUniversal chief 
executive, said the figure 
was slightly lower, but he 
acknowledged that Ham¬ 
mer's portfolio supplied 
“the biggest part” of the 
company’s overall rev¬ 
enue - far bigger than the 
Universal movie studio and 
the faltering NBC broad¬ 
cast network. 

USA has been the flag¬ 
ship of Hammer's success, 
having finished as the top- 
rated channel in cable for 
22 consecutive quarters. 
Under her, Syfy has also 
become a top-10 cable 
channel. (Diller said Ham¬ 
mer had turned what was 
a $50 million to $70 million 
annual profit for Syfy into 
$500 million a year). 

Diller, now the lAC/Inter- 
ActiveCorp chairman, 
said in a telephone inter¬ 
view, “The only person in 


cable programming who 
has done a job almost as 
good as Bonnie has done is 
Roger Ailes at the Fox Net¬ 
work. They are the only two 
people who are actually re¬ 
sponsible for the success of 
their ventures.” 

Diller said that when Vi¬ 
vendi sold the assets of Uni¬ 


versal to NBC in 2004, the 
value set for USA and Syfy 
was $12 billion. “I said at 
the time, we can’t get any 
more value out of it,” Diller 
said. “I was that wrong.” 
He said since then he had 
realized “we underpriced it 
by $7 billion, for sure.” The 
difference, Diller said “is all 
Bonnie.” 

Hammer now is turning her 
attention to another cable 
property, hoping to move 
the 15th-ranked E, over 
which she gained control 
after Comcast acquired 
NBCUniversal, into the 
same rarefied ratings terri¬ 
tory as USA and Syfy. 

“E has the possibility of 
growing exponentially, and 
yes I believe it could be 
a top 10 network,” Ham¬ 
mer said in an interview in 
her office at 30 Rockefeller 
Center. It is a prediction the 
rest of the cable business 
should probably take seri¬ 
ously. “She is a very, very 
determined person,” Burke 
said. “She is one of the 
most competitive business 


people I have ever met.” 
Hammer, 61, started as a 
producer for the public 
television station WGBH in 
Boston, where, in an edit 
room, she noticed that 
the host of a do-it-yourself 
show seemed far less char¬ 
ismatic than the owner of 
the house being profiled 
in the show - and that was 
the beginning of Bob Vila’s 
television career. 

She hit her stride in the 
1980s, initially at Lifetime 
and then at USA, where 
she made her first big im¬ 
pression wrangling Vince 
McMahon and his unruly 
wrestling franchise, the 
WWF (now WWE). 

“She just came in and 
rolled up her sleeves,” Mc¬ 
Mahon said. “She taught us 
a lot about network quality 
writing, story arcs, charac¬ 
ter development. She really 
helped the overall brand.” 
Hammer decided that the 
heavy sports emphasis of 
the wrestling program limit¬ 
ed its audience. “I thought 
it should be male soap op¬ 
era,” she said. 

Comcast’s acquisition of 
NBCUniversal represented 
Hammer’s sixth manage¬ 
ment transition. Her reten¬ 
tion was never in doubt. 
The old NBC regime, under 
General Electric, had long 
cited USA as NBCUniver- 
sal's most prized asset, and 
tried to keep her happy - 
to a point. 

Hammer said that one 
tempting job did not quite 
materialize: the assignment 
of fixing NBC’s disastrous 
entertainment division. 
It would probably have 
meant moving to Los An¬ 
geles from New York, and 
she had a son happy in 
school in the East. □ 



Jeffrey Donovan and Gabrielle Anwar in USA Network’s 
“Burn Notice.” Bonnie Hammer, chairwoman of NBCUni¬ 
versal Cable Entertainment, is responsible for “the biggest 
part” of NBCUniversal’s overall revenue, Stephen Burke, 
the chief executive, said. 

(Virginia Sherwood/USA Network via The New York Times) 
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Minister Hooijboer-Winklaar receives her 


Aruba Bird Calendar 



ORANJESTAD - Minister Mi¬ 
chelle Hooijboer-Winklaar, 
responsible for culture and 
the Arikok National Park 
among others received her 
Aruba bird calendar 2012 
from Greg Peterson, chair¬ 
man of Aruba Birdlife Con¬ 
servation on December 16th. 
The theme of the calendar is 
2012, the Year of the Shoco, 
the year of wisdom. 2012 
should be Aruba’s year of 
nature conservation. 

Aruba Birdlife Conserva¬ 
tion proposes that a Na¬ 


tional Conservation Master 
Plan be developed and 
implemented in an effort to 
save very important nature 
areas around the island. 

Achieving such would 
guarantee a certain level 
of quality of Product Aruba 
and in turn guarantee a 
certain level of quality of life 
to all. 

In February of this year, 
the bird foundation start¬ 
ed a campaign to get the 
Shoco, Aruba’s burrow¬ 
ing owl (Athene cunicu- 


laria arubensis) nominat¬ 
ed as the National Bird of 
Aruba. 

The numbers of the Shoco 
have been dwindling and it 
is estimated that only some 
200 pairs of this Aruban en¬ 
demic subspecies are left. 
Protecting this unique bird of 
Aruba may prevent its extinc¬ 
tion. 

We hope that the Govern¬ 
ment of Aruba will soon de¬ 
clare our Shoco the National 
Bird of Aruba. 

The nomination of our 


Shoco, the symbol of 
wisdom, as the National Bird 
of Aruba, could be seen as 
the kick-off for the develop¬ 
ment and implementation of 
an ambitious National Con¬ 
servation Master Plan, says 
Peterson. 

It is no coincidence that 
we made sure that Minis¬ 
ter Hooijboer-Winklaar re¬ 
ceived our bird calendar. 
She is a fan of nature conser¬ 
vation and a strong support¬ 
er of nominating the Shoco 
as Aruba’s national bird. 


On March 18th 2011, Aru¬ 
ba’s national day, she intro¬ 
duced Aruba’s first national 
bird count. Nature con¬ 
servation lives in this minis¬ 
ter’s heart, says Peterson. 
The bird calendars can 
be found at Hunny Punny 
(roundabout Tanki Flip), 
Huchada (at the Certi¬ 
fied Mega Mall as well as 
in Santa Cruz) and at K&C 
Boutique (close to Spring- 
field in San Nicolas). All funds 
go to the Aruba Birdlife Con¬ 
servation foundation. □ 
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Cooking for the Holidays 



Celebrity Chef Robert Bassiri, at Ventanas del Mar 



Tierra del Sol - The Holiday 
menus were just made 
public at Ventanas del Mar 
Restaurant, featuring an el¬ 
egant Christmas Menu and 
a festive New Year's Eve 
Dinner & Party. Celebrity 
Chef Robert Bassiri on the 
island for the holiday pe¬ 
riod will be in charge of the 
kitchen brigade, bringing a 
fresh new approach to the 
restaurant's famed Interna¬ 
tional Cuisine with a Zing! 
This year, an elaborate and 
delicious, 6-course Christ¬ 
mas dinner will be served 
on December 24th, 25th 


and 26th. The experience 
takes off with an Amuse 
du Chef, and a selection 
of Cold Appetizers such as 
Tuna Tartar with Crabmeat, 
avocado and spicy man¬ 
go sauce and Marinated 
Beef Carpaccio, with Aru- 
gula salad and Parmesan 
Cheese. 

Creamy Lobster Bisque with 
creme fraTche and tradi¬ 
tional Corn Crab Chowder 
served in an oven-toasted 
bread-bowl, are among 
the soup choices. Main 
Courses promise to temp 
party-goers with Broiled 


Lamb Chops with a red 
wine reduction, young po¬ 
tatoes and broccoli. Beef 
Tenderloin & Lobster Tail 
with red-skin mashed pota¬ 
toes and Bearnaise sauce. 
Oven Roasted Turkey 
Breast with country gravy 
and cranberry sauce, 
bread stuffing and mashed 
potatoes, or Sea Bass filets 
served with wild rice, mixed 
vegetables and a warm to¬ 
mato vinaigrette. 

Desserts will deliver spec¬ 
tacular options such as 
Trio of Sherbet with Apple, 
Maracuja and Mango, or 
Chocolate Adventure of 
Brownie; Choco BrOlee & 
Choco Mint ice cream,or 
Quessillo & Brownie with 
vanilla ice cream and a 
blond caramel sauce. 
Patron will be asked to 
choose a delectable dish 
from each section of the 
menu for just $69 per per¬ 
son. 

New Year's Eve takes off 
wifh a Glass of Cham¬ 
pagne followed by a Buffef 
of Cold Appetizers such as 
Pastrami, Parma Ham with 


Melon, Salami, Marinated 
Olives, Buffalo Mozzarella, 
Gouda cheese. Marinated 
Artichoke Bottoms, Hearts 
of Palm, Smoked Salmon, 
Roasted Peppers, Marinat¬ 
ed Beets, Cucumber Sal¬ 
ad, Caesar Salad, Seared 
Ahi Tuna, and Oysters on 
the Half Shell. Following 
the extravagant appetizer 
buffet is a Special Carv¬ 
ing Station featuring Prime 
Rib Au Jus, Whole Turkey 
with savory gravy, Virginia 
Baked Ham with Pineap¬ 
ple Cherry reduction, es¬ 
corted by baked potato, 
wild rice, garlic Broccoli, 
roasted mixed vegetables, 
and garlic mashed pota¬ 
toes. The desserts, Quesillo 
& Brownie with Vanilla ice 
cream, and blonde cara¬ 
mel sauce, will be served 
at the end of the meal. 
New Year's Eve party starts 
at 8pm to lam and in¬ 
cludes a wonderful dining 
experience with both buf¬ 
fet and a la carte choices, 
five hours Premium Open 
Bar, Party Favors, Live 
Jazz entertainment, and 



a Champagne Toast, on 
the hillside overlooking the 
Palm Beach and the hotels, 
just outside the restaurant, 
at the Look-Out Bar, from 
12:00 o’clock till 1:00am 
with an exceptional view of 
the island's fireworks, all at 
$160 per person, + 15% S.C 
and 1 .5% BBO. □ 


Aruhiba, The 1 and Only Homemade Aruban Cigar 



ORAN JESTAD- Benj amin 
Petrocchi started the newest 
export product of Aruba, lo¬ 
cally produced cigars called 
“Aruhiba”. These cigars are 
produced and cultivated in 
Aruba. Petrocchi has always 
had an interest in the cigar 
business and has also sold 
Premium Cuban Cigars, and 
now he is growing his own 
tobacco crop. After many at¬ 
tempts and trips to Santo Do¬ 
mingo and Cuba he started 
his own production and cul¬ 
tivation of Aruhiba Cigars in 
Aruba. The process took ten 
years. Petrocchi dedication to 
the cigars is important for the 
molding and process of mak¬ 
ing a perfect cigar which takes 
a long time. The cigar box is 


AflUHIDA 
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specially designed for the ci¬ 
gars with the logo “Aruhiba”. 
Petrocchi considers Aruhiba a 
promotion for Aruba through 
fine quality cigars. 

The company sells Interna¬ 
tional cigars as well. Buy a 
gift box of Aruhiba Corona 
with five cigars and you will 
get 1 FREE cigar of $35. Lo¬ 
cated at the Historic Dutch 
Windmill. Open from Mon¬ 
day to Saturday from 9am till 


8:30pm. And open on Sunday 
from 9am to 1pm. Aruhiba is 
only available in above men¬ 
tioned stores. 

Visit our authentic tobacco 
farm where cigars are hand¬ 
made. For tour to the tabaco 
factory call: 586-0347 buy & 
receive one Aruban cigar free 
with this article. 

Address: soledad 14-a, noord • 
tel: (297) 593-6177 • bap59@ 
live.comQ 
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Fatum celebrates the Season at El Gaucho 





Oranjestad - Fatum General insurance NV, established in 
Aruba since 2009, is one of the largest insurance compa¬ 
nies in the Dutch Caribbean offering general-, life-, pen¬ 
sion-, and health-insurance solutions. The company cel¬ 
ebrated its Christmas Dinner at El Gaucho Argentine Grille 
this weekend bringing management, employees and spe¬ 
cial guests together over excellent food and drink. 

El Gaucho Argentine Grill located in a row of colonial 
townhouses on Wilhelminastraat, was the first Argentine 
restaurant to open its doors in Aruba on February 17th, 
1977. The restaurant is preparing to celebrate its 35th anni¬ 
versary in the upcoming New Year. The famed eatery has 
been serving a variety of tempting dishes since opening 
day, promoting quality Argentine steaks, which is tender 
and juicy, charcoal-grilled to perfection. The restaurant 
menu also boasts delicious seafood including fresh local 
catch, sea bass and shrimp. 

In the Summer Garufa Cocktail Lounge underwent an 
extensive refresh and remodeling. Fatum’s General Insur¬ 
ance NV guests enjoyed a late night party at the new Ga¬ 
rufa, after dinner. □ 



Open 7 days a 
from 10am - 6pm. 


Saturday & Sunday, 
open from 12pm - 5pm 


You have gained a lifetime of memories with family & friends on the Island that 
is always happy to welcome you home. Gold Coast is the place for you. 



Luxury Villas, Town Homes & Condos 

Contact us by email at info@goldcoastaruba.com 
Tel: +297-586-2200 • Fax: +297-586-2201 
Toll Free from the U.S. 1-866-978-5770 
www.goldcoastaruba.com 
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Visit us for Your Island Getaway 
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BUY NOW 


100% OWNERSHIP 


BUY NOW 


1 i ivi Ini/M ip 


2 bedr/2bath Starting from 

US$.244,167 cash deal 


Excellent Investment 
ON PROPERTY LAND 

Visit our Model Suite: 

J E Irausquin Boulevard Palm Beach. ARUBA 
Phone (297} 730.98.01 ■ (297) 586.96.96 
www. acq u a r u ba. com 


More Distinguished Visitors to Aruba!! 




Recently the Aruba Tourism Authority honored Mrs. Kim Zajac as Distinguished Visitor of 
Aruba at the Casa del mar Beach Resort. The symbolic honorary title is presented in the 
name of the Minister of Tourism as a token of appreciation to guests who visit Aruba for 10 
to 19 consecutive years. Mrs. Zajac has been coming to our island for fifteen consecutive 
years and is a very loyal member of the Casa Del Mar Beach Resort. She enjoys spend¬ 
ing a vacation with her family members in the sunny warm weather of Aruba and finds it 
very relaxing when she is on our beautiful beaches. The certificate was presented by Mr. 
Ernest Giel from the Aruba Tourism Authority together with Ms. Xiomara Morris from the 
Casa del mar Beach resort. □ 









































































Italian veteran 
Blardone posts 
3rd Gran Risa 
win 

ANDREW DAMPF 
AP Sports Writer 
ALTA BADIA, Italy (AP) — 

Italian veteran Massimil- 
iano Blardone won his first 
World Cup race in two 
years Sunday, as current 
giant slalom standouts Ted 
Ligety and Marcel Hirscher 
struggled on the challeng¬ 
ing Gran Risa course. 
Finishing sixth after the 
opening run, Blardone had 
a blistering second trip 
down to finish with a com¬ 
bined time of 2 minutes 
46.49 seconds and claim 
his third victory in this race, 
having also won in 2005 
and 2009. 

“I was just full of adrena¬ 
line this morning ever since 
I woke up,” said Blardone, 
who no longer has a hel¬ 
met sponsor. “It wasn’t 
easy staying focused these 
last two years, but I've had 
a lot of support from the 
people around me. I made 
a promise to my pregnant 
fiancee that I would win to¬ 
day and now we can cel¬ 
ebrate.” 

Austrians Hannes Reichelt 
and Philipp Schoerghofer 
finished second and third, 
0.35 and 0.57 seconds 
back, respectively. 

Continued on Page 19 
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Temple wins as college bowls get underway 



Temple quarterback Chris Coyer (10) and defensive end 
Morkeith Brown (85) celebrate after Temple defeated Wy¬ 
oming 37-15 in the New Mexico Bowl NCAA college foot¬ 
ball game in Albuquerque, N.M., Saturday, Dec. 17, 2011. 

Associated Press 


ALBUQUERQUE, New Mex¬ 
ico (AP) — Bernard Pierce 
ran for two touchdowns 
and Chris Coyer threw for 
169 yards and a TD to help 
Temple beat Wyoming 37- 
15 in the New Mexico Bowl 
on Saturday as college 
football’s bowl season got 
underway. 

The Owls had three inter¬ 
ceptions en route to its sec¬ 
ond bowl victory in school 
history. 

The first interception came 
at the start of the second 
quarter when Temple’s 
Kee-arye Griffin picked off 
Brett Smith’s pass to set up 



CUIDAHOOIDO 


Matt Brown’s 1-yard touch¬ 
down run that gave the 
Owls a 21-0 lead. 

Temple’s Kevin Kroboth got 
the last interception late 
in the game, resulting in a 
field goal. 

Temple was playing in its 
second bowl game in three 
years, having lost to UCLA in 


the EagleBank Bowl in 2009. 
Prior to that game, the Owls 
hadn’t been in a bowl in 30 
years. 

The Cowboys won the 2009 
New Mexico Bowl in double 
overtime, beating Fresno 
State 35-28. 

Famous Idaho Potato Bowl 
Ohio 24, Utah State 23 


In Boise, Idaho, Tyler Tettle- 
ton scored on a 1-yard run 
with 13 seconds remaining 
to lift Ohio University past 
Utah State in the Famous 
Idaho Potato Bowl for the 
school’s first-ever bowl vic¬ 
tory. Tettleton was 3 of 4 on 
Ohio’s 61-yard drive in the 
final 2 minutes, completing 
a 14-yard pass to LaVon 
Brazill on fourth down to 
put the Bobcats inside the 
1-yard line with 37 seconds 
left on a play that was ini¬ 
tially ruled a touchdown. 
Tettleton scored two plays 
later when he rolled out to 
the right and outran two 
defenders to the end zone. 
Fie threw for 220 yards 
and also had two passing 
touchdowns. 

The Aggies took a 23-10 
lead on Michael Smith's 11- 
yard run in the third quarter. 
But the Bobcats began their 
comeback on the next pos¬ 
session when Tettleton fired 
a 44-yard TD pass to Brazill 
with 3:45 left in the third. 
New Orleans Bowl 


Louisiana-Lafayette 32, San 
Diego State 30 

In New Orleans, Brett Baer 
kicked a 50-yard field goal 
as time ran out to lift Louisi¬ 
ana-Lafayette to victory in 
the New Orleans Bowl. 
Playing in their first bowl 
game as a Division I Foot¬ 
ball Bowl Subdivision team, 
the Ragin Cajuns led most 
of the way before Aztecs 
quarterback Ryan Lindley 
connected with Colin Lock¬ 
ett on a 12-yard touch¬ 
down to give San Diego 
State a 30-29 lead with 35 
seconds to go. 
Louisiana-Lafayette was 
able to drive to the Aztecs 
38 to set up what was initial¬ 
ly a 55-yard attempt before 
a pre-snap penalty moved 
the kick 5 yards closer. 
Cajuns quarterback Blaine 
Gautier passed for 470 
yards and three touch¬ 
downs. Fie finished with 
2,958 yards passing and 23 
TDs on the season, breaking 
the single-season school 
records. □ 



• TOMORROW • 

Earn DOUBLE POINTS on Tuesday! 
All slots, all day from 10am to 4am 


Play in our fantastic FREE ENTRY 
Slot Tournament every Monday! 

Registration starts at 7pm with a $350.00 CASH PRIZE pool! 


Open daily 6pm to 2am 
Happy Hour from 6 to 8pm 

SPORTS ROOK 

Bet on all your favorite sports! 


W here Aruba goes to play 


Open daily IOam to 4am • J.E. Irausquin Blvd #47 • 583.5000 • www.casinoalhambra.com 
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Schild wins Courchevel slalom in dominant style 


JEROME PUGMIRE 
AP Sports Writer 
COURCHEVEL, France (AP) 

— Marlies Schild dominat¬ 
ed both her rivals and the 
treacherous Courchevel 
course on Sunday to win 
her second straight slalom 
race of the season, setting 
her up perfectly for a hat 
trick bid on home snow 
next week in Austria. 

Schild won by more than a 
second in Aspen, Colorado 
last month, and this time 
her margin of victory was 
even greater. She finished 
1.87 ahead of Finland's 
Tanja Poutiainen and a 
massive 2.19 clear of Kath- 
rin Zettel of Austria. 

“Not really surprised ... I 
know I can ski slalom very 
fast,” Schild said. “The sec¬ 
ond run was more difficult 
for me, but it worked really 
good. I like the slope here.” 
Schild can make it three 
out of three in slaloms this 
season if she wins Tuesday's 
race in Flachau. 

“Of course my goal is to win 
the race,” the 30-year-old 
Schild said. “What makes 
me so fast? I always try to 
get a good feel for the 
race, every slope. I have a 

Blardone 

Continued from Page 17 

First-run leader Ligety set¬ 
tled for fourth, 0.58 behind, 
and Hirscher dropped from 
second after the opening 
leg to finish fifth, 0.71 back. 
Ligety had won two of the 
three opening GS races this 
season, with Hirscher tak¬ 
ing the other. “Both of us 
underperformed today,” 
Ligety said. “Getting fourth 
is not something I strive for. 
I'm trying to win the GS 
races, and especially after 
the first run where you have 
the lead like that.” Ligety 
held a 1.11 -second advan¬ 
tage over Blardone after 
the opening run, and it was 
difficult to ascertain where 
he lost so much time in the 
second leg. “There's no ex¬ 
cuse for losing 1.7 (seconds) 
when you're skiing as well 
as I am and I’m not making 
huge mistakes,” Ligety said. 
“I’m going to have to see 
what happened there. It 
gives me some motivation 
for the next races.” 

The 32-year-old Blardone 


lot of experience over the 
last years, and maybe a 
good feeling.” 

Schild, who also won at 
Courchevel last year, 
would have been faster if 
she hadn’t wobbled half¬ 
way down the crumbly 
Stade Emile Allais course 
that claimed 18 racers in 
the first run, including over¬ 
all World Cup leader Lind¬ 
sey Vonn. 

“Of course Marlies is really 
strong and a step ahead of 
us, but we will take up the 
challenge,” said Poutiain¬ 
en, who was also second 
behind Schild at Courchev¬ 
el last year. “I seem to like 
this place, it’s a good hill 
for me. We know it was not 
easy for organizers to get 
this race ready.” 

Defending World Cup 
champion Maria Hoefl-Ri- 
esch of Germany was sec¬ 
ond in her first run despite 
jarring her knee, but lost 
her balance and fell in the 
second. The second run 
started in bright, early after¬ 
noon sunshine with temper¬ 
atures at minus 3 degrees 
Celsius (27 Fahrenheit) and 
the snow still chalky and 
relatively soft. 

hadn't won since his pre¬ 
vious victory here in 2009 
and now half of his six ca¬ 
reer victories have come 
on the Gran Risa. 

Italian great Alberto Tomba 
holds the record of four vic¬ 
tories on the course, which 
is often called the “holy 
grail” of giant slalom. 

“All the victories are special 
but this one is extra special 
coming with the No. 19 
bib,” Blardone said. “When 
you start No. 19 and the 
snow is soft like this you're 
at a real disadvantage to 
the earlier starters.” 

In addition to ending a 
long run of personal strug¬ 
gles, Blardone’s victory also 
gave the Italian ski team 
its first win of the season — 
among men and women. 
While the first-run leaders 
were still to ski their second 
legs, Blardone immediately 
knew he had done some¬ 
thing special and celebrat¬ 
ed by acting as if his poles 
were a bow and arrow, 
shooting one pole off into 
the air as fans waved Ital¬ 
ian flags in approval.□ 



Austria's Marlies Schild competes on her way to set the fastest 
time during the first run of an alpine ski, women's World Cup sla¬ 
lom, in Courchevel, France, Sunday, Dec. 18, 2011. 

Associated Press 


Canada’s Marie-Michele 
Gagnon and Austria's Ber¬ 
nadette Schild stood eighth 
and ninth respectively after 
the first run, but both had 
trouble at the same section 
halfway through their sec¬ 
ond. They were not alone. 
Slovakia’s Veronika Zuzulo- 
va, fourth after the first run, 
caught the inside of a ski 
on a gate and went wide 
and out of contention. The 
same thing then happend 
to Sweden’s Maria Pietilae- 
Holmner, who was third af¬ 
ter the morning run. 

Then it was Hoefl-Riesch's 
turn to falter, her body 
swaying to the left as she 
mistimed a gate. 

But this made little differ¬ 
ence to Schild who, despite 
the cushion of a comfort¬ 
able lead over Zettel and 
Poutiainen, still attacked 
the course aggressively 
from the outset. 
Pietilae-Holmner was sec¬ 
ond in Aspen, with Hoefl-Ri- 
esch third. With them both 
missing out on podiums, 
Schild’s lead in the slalom 
standings is already con¬ 
siderable. She is 70 points 
ahead of Poutiainen and 
95 clear of Zettel. 


American Julia Mancuso 
did not start because she 
picked up a stomach bug 
on Saturday and wasn’t 
feeling well, and is also 
likely to miss the events in 
Flachau. 

Vonn has promised a more 
aggressive approach to 
slalom this season, and the 
American looked well set 
to finish in the top five. The 
three-time World Cup win¬ 
ner was .68 seconds behind 


Schild’s time at the first time 
split and .79 back at the 
second, but then pushed a 
bit too hard and missed a 
gate. 

“My coaches radioed up 
that they were putting wa¬ 
ter on the course because 
it was breaking up at the 
bottom,” Vonn said. “I just 
felt like I hit a wet patch of 
snow and my skies kind of 
slid, and it was too late to 
recover it.Q 


Yoga 

Rejuvenation 


FOR 
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• Snoozer s Yoga: Tue & Fri at 10:30 am 
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• Beach Yoga: Only on Wed at 5:30 pm 
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NFL Roundup 

Chiefs end Packers’ perfect season 



Indianapolis Colts cornerback Jacob Lacey (27) scores a touchdown on an interception 
against the Tennessee Titans during the third quarter of an NFL football game in 
Indianapolis, Sunday, Dec. 18, 2011. Colts’ Ernie Sims (55) trails the play. 

Associated Press 


KANSAS CITY, Missouri (AP) 

— The Green Bay Packers’ 
perfect NFL season came to 
a crashing halt on Sunday 
against the beleaguered 
Kansas City Chiefs, who 
rallied behind interim 
coach Romeo Crennel 
and new quarterback Kyle 
Orton to a shocking 19-14 
victory. 

Orton finished 23 of 31 for 
299 yards in his first start for 
the Chiefs (6-8), who fired 
coach Todd Haley last 
Monday after the team 
had lost five of its last six 
games. 

But behind an inspired 
performance by the 
defense, four field goals by 
Ryan Succop and Jackie 
Battle's short touchdown 
run with 4:53 left in the 
game, Kansas City handed 
the Packers (13-1) their first 
loss since Dec. 19, 2010, at 
New England. The Packers 
had won 19 straight games 
in the past year, including 
the Super Bowl. 

Packers quarterback 
Aaron Rodgers was just 17 
of 35 for 235 yards and a 
touchdown, and he also 
scampered eight yards for 
another touchdown with 
2:12 left in the game. But 
the Packers were unable 
to recover the onside kick, 
and the Chiefs picked up 
a couple of first downs to 
secure the victory. 

COLTS 27, TITANS 13 
In Indianapolis, Dan 
Orlovsky threw a 
touchdown pass and the 
key block on an 80-yard TD 
run to lead the Colts to their 
first win of the season. 
Indianapolis (1-13) avoided 
becoming the second 
team in NFL history to go 
0-16. 

Cuarterback Matt 

Hasselbeck was picked off 
twice and Chris Johnson 
rushed for only 55 yards for 
Tennessee (7-7). 

Orlovsky gave the Colts a 
10-6 lead with an 18-yard 
TD pass to Reggie Wayne 
in the third quarter, and 
Jacob Lacey made it 17-6 
with a 32-yard interception 
return for a TD. 

Jake Locker got the Titans 
within 20-13 with a TD pass 
with 3:43 to go, but on the 
next play, Orlovsky threw 
a block that gave Donald 
Brown on open lane to 
sprint 80 yards to seal the 


win. 

SEAHAWKS 38, BEARS 14 

In Chicago, Red Bryant 
returned an interception 
20 yards for the go-ahead 
TD as Seattle kept its faint 
playoff hopes alive. 
Chicago quarterback 
Caleb Hanie was hit hard 
on the play by K.J. Wright 
and threw the ball right 
into Bryant’s arms as Seattle 
(7-7) scored two TDs in a 
50-second span early in the 
third quarter. 

Brandon Browner returned 
another interception 42 
yards for a TD in the final 
quarter for the Seahawks. 
Marshawn Lynch added 
two touchdown runs for 
Seattle. Chicago (7-7) lost 
its fourth straight. 

EAGLES 45, JETS 19 
In Philadelphia, LeSean 
McCoy ran for three 
touchdowns to set two 
team records as the Eagles 
routed the New York Jets to 
stay alive in the NFC East 
division race. 

Michael Vick threw for 274 
yards and a touchdown 
and also ran for a score 
in his second game back 
after missing three games 
with broken ribs. 

The Eagles (6-8) have 
won two straight for just 
the second time this 
season and still have a 


chance to repeat as NFC 
East champions despite 
underachieving most of the 
year. They trail Dallas by 
two games and the New 
York Giants by one. 

The loss ended a three- 
game winning streak for the 
Jets (8-6). 

SAINTS 42, VIKINGS 20 

In Minneapolis, Drew Brees 
threw for 412 yards and five 
touchdowns to lead New 
Orleans to its sixth win in a 
row. 

Brees completed 32 of 40 
passes to help the Saints 
(11-3) overcome a sloppy 
start and stay two games 
ahead of Atlanta in the 
NFC South division. 

Brees is 304 yards away 
from breaking Dan Marino's 
single-season record for 
passing yards, with two 
games to play. 

The maligned Saints pass 
defense held the Vikings 
to 94 yards passing. Adrian 
Peterson rushed for 60 yards 
in his return from a three- 
game absence for the 
Vikings (2-12). 

REDSKINS 23, GIANTS 10 
In East Rutherford, New 
Jersey, Rex Grossman threw 
a 20-yard touchdown 
pass to Santana Moss as 
Washington got just its 
second win in its last 10 
games. 


Darrel Young also scored 
on a 6-yard run after one of 
three interceptions by the 
Redskins (5-9) and Graham 
Gano kicked three field 
goals. The loss knocked the 
Giants (7-7) out of first place 
in the NFC East division. 
Dallas (8-6) now leads the 
division by a game with two 
to go, including one with 
Giants on the final weekend 
of the regular season. 
PATRIOTS 41, BRONCOS 23 
In Denver, Tom Brady threw 
two touchdown passes 
and ran for another score 
as New England clinched a 
playoff berth. 

The Patriots (11-3) won their 
sixth straight game and 
another AFC East division 
title by bouncing back from 
an early 17-6 deficit and an 
awful first quarter in which 
they were outgained on 
the ground 167 yards to 4. 
Brady was 23 of 34 for 320 
yards to beat the Broncos 
for just the second time in 
eight career starts. 

Tim Tebow was 11 of 22 for 
194 yards and ran for 93 
more, but he was unable 
to deliver another dramatic 
comeback for the 
Broncos (8-6). Tebow had 
engineered four straight 
fourth-quarter comebacks 
for the Broncos and six 
straight winsO 



In this March 6, 2011, file 
photo, Cleveland Cavaliers 
guard Baron Davis 
looks on during an NBA 
basketball game against 
the New Orleans Hornets in 
Cleveland. 

Associated Press 

AP Source: 
Knicks to sign 
PG Baron Davis 
on Monday 

By BRIAN MAHONEY 
AP Basketball Writer 
NEW YORK (AP)— Point 
guard Baron Davis will sign 
with the New York Knicks, a 
person with knowledge of 
his plans said Sunday. 
ESPN.com first reported 
Davis’ intentions. 

Davis is expected to sign 
Monday, the person told 
The Associated Press on 
condition of anonymity 
because there won't be 
an announcement until the 
signing is official. 

Davis was waived last 
week by the Cleveland 
Cavaliers and designated 
as their amnesty player. He 
was not claimed and chose 
the Knicks, who are seeking 
more backcourt depth 
after waiving Chauncey 
Billups with the amnesty 
clause. New York had 
already signed another 
veteran point guard, Mike 
Bibby. 

It's unknown when Davis 
will play, as he's been 
sidelined all preseason by 
a bulging disc in his back. 
But he’d be worth the risk 
if healthy, especially since 
the Knicks can only offer 
him at most the new two- 
year exception that would 
pay him $2.5 million in the 
first year. 

“Everybody knows what he 
can do when he's healthy 
and when he's focused,” 
Knicks forward Carmelo 
Anthony said earlier 
Sunday, recalling a loss to 
Davis and the Cavaliers 
last season. “When BD is 
healthy, he's one of the 
best.”Q 
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AP sources: Jimmy Rollins, 
Phils agree on 3-year deal 


By ROB MAADDI 
AP Sports Writer 
PHILADELPHIA (AP)— Jimmy 
Rollins is bringing his swag¬ 
ger back to the Phillies. 
Three people familiar 
with the negotiations told 
The Associated Press that 
Rollins has agreed to a 
3-year, $33 million con¬ 
tract with Philadelphia. 
The deal includes a vest¬ 
ing option for a fourth year. 
The people spoke on con¬ 
dition of anonymity Satur¬ 
day because the agree¬ 
ment is pending a physical. 
“Gotta deal with me for 3 (4) 
more years!” Rollins wrote 
on Twitter. He also thanked 
former Philadelphia Eagles 
safety Brian Dawkins, who 
tweeted congratulations 
to Rollins and the Phillies. 
Rollins is a three-time All-Star 
shortstop and the 2007 NL 
MVP. He has spent his en¬ 
tire career with the Phillies 
after being selected in the 


second round of the 1996 
amateur draft, and was a 
free agent for the first time. 
Rollins, who turned 33 last 
month, sought at least a 
five-year deal. The Phillies 
didn’t want to go that long, 
and were able to reach 
an agreement after the 
market for Rollins lessened. 
From the start, Rollins said 
he wanted to stay in Phil¬ 
adelphia. He has been 
the heart and soul of a 
team that has won five 
consecutive NL East titles 
and the 2008 World Series. 
Rollins is undeniably the 
team leader, a charis¬ 
matic personality who 
brings a special confi¬ 
dence to the clubhouse. 
Rollins was the guy who 
boldly proclaimed the 
Phillies were the team to 
beat in the division be¬ 
fore the 2007 season, 
even though Philadelphia 
hadn’t won anything in 14 


years. He backed that up 
by having an MVP year, 
and leading the Phillies 
to their first postseason 
appearance since 1993. 
Rollins hasn’t come close 
to matching the numbers 
he put up in 2007—.296 av¬ 
erage, 30 homers, 94 RBIs, 
20 triples, 41 steals. But he 
remains one of the best 
defensive players at his po¬ 
sition, and is still an offen¬ 
sive threat atop the lineup. 
He hit .268 with 16 hom¬ 
ers, 63 RBIs and 30 steals 
this year. He has been 
plagued by leg injuries in 
three of the last four years, 
and played in a career- 
low 88 games in 2010. 
He started 135 this year. 
Re-signing Rollins had been 
a top priority for the Phil¬ 
lies. Their biggest move of 
the offseason was giving 
former Boston closer Jona¬ 
than Papelbon a $50 mil¬ 
lion, four-year contract.Q 


Panthers beat Hurricanes 3-2 in OT 


SUNRISE, Florida (AP) — Kris 
Versteeg scored 3:08 into 
overtime to give the Florida 
Panthers a 3-2 victory over 
the Carolina Hurricanes in 
the NHL on Sunday. 
Stephen Weiss’ shot from in 
front was blocked, but Ver¬ 
steeg found the loose puck 
and swept it in from the left 
side of the crease for his 
team-leading 16th goal of 
the season. 

Sean Bergenheim and Ja¬ 
son Garrison also scored for 
Florida, and Jose Theodore 
made 24 saves. The Pan¬ 
thers have earned at least 
one point in eight straight 
home games. 

Tim Gleason and Chad 
LaRose had goals for the 
Hurricanes, who have lost 
10 of 120 



Florida Panthers Kris Versteeg (32) scores the winning goal 
against the Carolina Hurricanes during the overtime period of 
an NHL hockey game on Sunday, Dec. 18, 2011, in Sunrise, Fla. 

Associated Press 



In this Oct. 4, 2011, file photo, Philadelphia Phillies’ Jimmy Rol¬ 
lins bats during the sixth inning of Game 3 of baseball's National 
League division series against the St. Louis Cardinals in St. Louis. 

Associated Press 
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New England asks: who has fairest lobster trap tree of all? 


JESS BIDGOOD 
©2011 New York Times 

The tiny towns of Beals and 
Jonesport, Maine, have 
completed their second 
annual holiday display: a 
conical tower of 1,364 lob¬ 
ster traps, 60 feet tall, built 
to withstand the power¬ 
ful winds that come off 
the water. It is the towns’s 
Christmas tree, made of 
wire traps plucked from 
the sea by lobstermen who 
lend them to the cause. 
“It’s a beautiful struc¬ 
ture,” said Dwight Carver, 
a 57-year-old lobsterman 
who has lived all his life on 
the island of Beals, opposite 
Jonesport on the mainland. 
Shimmering with thousands 
of lights and topped with 
an American flag and a 
cross made of buoys to 
honor a fallen fisherman, 
the lobster trap tree is one 
of many that materialize 
this time of year in fishing 
towns along New England’s 
northern coast, a descen¬ 
dant of smaller trees that 
have long adorned lob¬ 
stermen's yards and ports. 
Festive monuments of en¬ 
gineering and local pride. 


they celebrate the season, 
affirm the local economy 
and guarantee bragging 
rights for the towns. 

“I think someone did one, 
and then someone did a 
bigger one,” said David 
Cousins, the president of 
the Maine Lobstermen’s 
Association. “Which is usu¬ 
ally how it goes in the lob¬ 
ster industry. There's a lot of 
competition.” 

When Jonesport joined 
Beals to make a lobster trap 
tree on the island for the 
first time last year - it was 56 
feet tall - Joey Ciaramitaro, 
a blogger from Gloucester, 
Mass., called it “ridiculously 
disfigured” and “horribly 
disproportionate.” 
Ciaramitaro said he pre¬ 
ferred his hometown’s tree, 
which stands about 35 feet, 
illuminating a plaza in the 
fishing city’s downtown. 
Each year, a local arts 
group invites children to 
decorate buoys as orna¬ 
ments, which are auc¬ 
tioned off to raise money 
for the group. There are 353 
on the tree this year. 

“I think ours has a lot more 
soul in it than the other 


9 

m 

* 

oj 

■ 

a 

ift 

mm 

J3 


Roberto’s 

Wafers ports 

3 hours sailing & SnorKeling on Ihe 

SEA- venture 

INCL * Light lurtch 
* Open bar 
• Cl ean equipment 

28 persons max. 

Location: Moomba Beach 




A buoy decorated by children 
to be auctioned to raise mon¬ 
ey for an arts group adorns a 
Christmas tree made of lobster 
traps, in Gloucester, Mass., 
Dec. 17,2011. Along the north¬ 
ern New England Coast, fes¬ 
tive monuments of engineer¬ 
ing and local pride celebrate 
the Christmas season and 
guarantee bragging rights for 
the towns. 

(Evan McGlinn/The New York 
Times) 

trees,” Ciaramitaro said. 
“It’s not just a bunch of 
traps all stacked up." 
Gloucester is believed to 
have started the tradition 
of the large lobster trap 
tree when it built its first 
one in 2001. Janice Lufkin 
Shea, who was a Glouces¬ 
ter shopkeeper at the time, 
was frustrated that Main 


Street had no holiday dis¬ 
play. She saw a tiny lobster 
trap tree in someone’s yard 
and thought a bigger ver¬ 
sion would be perfect for 
downtown. 

Legend has it that when 
people in Rockland, Maine, 
learned of it, they decided 
they had to have one, too. 
“Well, we're the lobster- 
ing capital of Maine - we 
should have a trap tree," 
said Lorain Francis, the ex¬ 
ecutive director of Rock¬ 
land Main Street Inc., 
which has organized the 
tree construction since the 
town first built one in 2003. 
Each year, 

the town holds a ceremony 
at which Santa Claus lights 
the tree with help from the 
winner of the annual Maine 
Lobster Festival Sea God¬ 
dess pageant. 

The tree is made from red 
and green traps custom- 
built by Stephen Brooks, a 
third-generation trap mak¬ 
er. They are structurally rein¬ 
forced, corresponding with 
a top-secret engineering 
plan the city uses to build a 
hollow, free-standing tree, 
38 feet tall. 

“You can put extra bracing 
in certain areas of the trap 
to help with the strength," 
Brooks said. 

But that is about all the de¬ 
tail on the engineering of 
the tree that an outsider 
can glean. “It’s a secret 
that we don’t like to share 
with everybody,” Francis 
said. 

Howard Mills, a Jonesport 
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A Christmas tree made of lob¬ 
ster traps to honor the town’s 
fishing tradition, in Gloucester, 
Mass., Dec. 17, 2011. Along 
the northern New England 
Coast, festive monuments of 
engineering and local pride 
celebrate the Christmas sea¬ 
son and guarantee bragging 
rights for the towns. 

(Evan McGlinn/The New York 
Times) 

selectman known as Bud¬ 
dy, joked about the Rock¬ 
land tree: “We were going 
to call them and tell them 
we'd take their tree for a 
topping on ours.” Still, he 
found that the competitive 
spirit had waned a bit this 
year - perhaps because 
the trees in each town 
have carved their own 
niches: the biggest, the 
most complex, the artsiest. 
And, for communities con¬ 
cerned with fish stocks and 
lobster prices, each tree is 
a rallying point. 

“We like to see everyone 
have a good time and be 
happy,” Mills said. “Not a 
lot happens in Down East 
Maine. This is kind of a spe¬ 
cial thing for us.”Q 
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Next wave of GPS promises stronger signals 


DAN ELLIOTT 
Associated Press 
DENVER (AP) — The future 
of the U.S. Global Position¬ 
ing System is taking shape in 
a vast white room south of 
Denver, where workers are 
piecing together the first of 
more than 30 satellites tout¬ 
ed as the most powerful, re¬ 
liable and versatile yet. 

The new generation of sat¬ 
ellites, known as Block III, will 
improve the accuracy of 
military and civilian GPS re¬ 
ceivers to within three feet 
(about one meter), com¬ 
pared with 10 feet (about 
three meters) now, accord¬ 
ing to the Congressional 
Budget Office. 

Block III will also have ad¬ 
ditional signals for civilian 
use — one brand new, oth¬ 
ers already in the first stages 
of deployment — offering 
more precision and making 
more navigation satellites 
available to civilian receiv¬ 
ers. 

“It's a really big jump," said 
Col. Harold “Stormy" Mar¬ 
tin of the Air Force Space 
Command. “With these 
additional signals, the ad¬ 
ditional power it’s going to 
bring, it's quite a leap from 
the other systems.” 

Block III may not be a big¬ 
ger advance than previous 
generations of GPS satel¬ 
lites were, said Glen Gib¬ 
bons, editor of the website 
and magazine Inside GNSS, 
which tracks global naviga¬ 
tion satellite systems. 

“But I’m completely com¬ 
fortable saying that it will 
be a very substantive ad¬ 
vance,” Gibbons said in 
an email to The Associated 
Press. 

GPS has spread into nearly 
every corner of civilian and 
military life. Farmers use it 
for precision mapping and 
banks use it to record the 
precise time of transac¬ 
tions. It has found wide use 
in transportation, guided 
weapons, emergency re¬ 
sponse and disaster relief. 
Block III satellites, which will 
begin replacing older orbit¬ 
ing GPS satellites in 2014, 
offer a new, internationally 
agreed-upon civilian signal 
that other nations' naviga¬ 
tion satellites will also use. 
That would allow civilian re¬ 
ceivers to tap into Europe’s 
budding Galileo navigation 


system and others. 

“So all of a sudden you’ve 
got 70, 80, 90 satellites up 
in orbit,” compared with 30 
operational satellites in the 
U.S. system today. Gibbons 
said in an interview. “It's 
giving you a much greater 
number of satellites to be 
receiving.” GPS receivers 
need signals from at least 
four satellites to establish 
their position, so having 
more satellites to tune into 
would improve accuracy. It 
also makes it easier for a re¬ 
ceiver to find enough satel¬ 
lites. Military receivers could 
also use the international 
signal, as well as the other 
civilian signals and the en¬ 
crypted, military-only sig¬ 
nals the satellites transmit, 
the Air Force said. 

Block III will add to the num¬ 
ber of satellites transmitting 
two other relatively new ci¬ 
vilian signals. One will likely 
be used for such high-preci¬ 
sion activities as surveying. 
Gibbons said. 

The Federal Aviation Ad¬ 
ministration’s GPS-based 
NextGen air traffic control 
system, which is still under 
development, could ben¬ 
efit from at least one of the 
new signals. But the system 
could also work with the 
older, existing civil systems, 
said Hans Weber, president 
of TECOP International Inc., 
an aviation technology- 
management firm. 

It’s not yet clear when 
enough satellites will be 
transmitting the interna¬ 
tional signal and the other 
new civilian signals to make 
them usable. It typically 
takes 18 satellites transmit¬ 
ting a signal to reach initial 
operation and 24 to reach 
full capability. Gibbons 
said. 

Block III will also widen the 
availability of two new, en¬ 
crypted military-only signals 
already being transmitted 
from a few satellites. The Air 
Force says they will have 
more power than older mili¬ 
tary signals, making them 
harder for enemies to jam 
and allowing them to pen¬ 
etrate deeper into urban 
canyons formed by sky¬ 
scrapers, as well as through 
dense foliage. 

Nine of the 30 GPS satellites 
currently in operation trans¬ 
mit the new military signals, 


but the Defense Depart¬ 
ment is still testing it before 
putting it into wide use. 
Gibbons said it could be 
2018 or 2020 before the 
military can take full advan¬ 
tage of the military-only sig¬ 
nals. 

The Air Force, which con¬ 
trols all the U.S. GPS satel¬ 
lites from Schriever Air Force 
Base, Colorado, plans to 
buy and launch 32 of the 
new Block III satellites over 
several years at a cost of 
about $5.5 billion, including 
upgraded ground control 
systems. 

The Congressional Budget 
Office, which issued a re¬ 
port on GPS in October, 
estimated the total costs 
much higher — $22 billion 
by 2025 — in part because 
CBO says the Air Force will 
need 40 satellites, not 32, 
to take advantage of all 
the capabilities planned for 
later GPS III models. 

The CBO suggested the Air 
Force could save up to $3 
billion by foregoing some of 
those later advancements 
and upgrading receivers 
instead. 

The Air Force responded 
that it’s still studying the 
CBO report. 

Bethesda, Maryland-based 
Lockheed Martin was 
awarded a $1.5 billion con¬ 
tract to build a non-flying 
prototype of the GPS III sat¬ 
ellites and the first two flight 
versions, with options to 
build 10 more. 

The last component of the 
prototype arrived at Lock¬ 
heed Martin’s $80 million 
GPS facility south of Den¬ 
ver last week. In a sparkling 
white clean room nearly as 
big as a football field, it will 
undergo final assembly and 
months of testing designed 
to find and correct any 
problems before they make 
it into any flying satellites. 
The prototype will also help 
find any bugs in the assem¬ 
bly and testing process, 
said Keoki Jackson, Lock¬ 
heed Martin’s program di¬ 
rector for GPS III. 

“This (prototype) has al¬ 
lowed us to check out all of 
the designs, the interfaces, 
all the test equipment," 
Jackson said. “It allows us to 
find any issues long before 
they become any issues 
with flight hardware.”□ 



This Nov. 10, 2011, photo provided by Lockheed Martin shows 
Jim Keyser, manager of Lockheed Martin's GPS Processing 
Facility, standing next to a prototype of the propulsion core for 
a Block III statellite at the Lockheed Martin assembly facility 
where the company will perform tests on the GPS III spacecraft 
to ensure all its signals and interfaces work properly. 

Associated Press 
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ECB’s Stark discusses resignation 


FRANKFURT, Germany (AP) 
— A top European Central 
Bank official has publicly 
discussed the reasons for his 
surprise resignation, saying 
he is not satisfied with the 
direction Europe’s curren¬ 
cy union has taken. 

Juergen Stark said in an 
interview in Monday’s 
edition of Germany’s 
Wirtschaftswoche maga¬ 
zine that the ECB had done 
its job by keeping inflation 
under control across the 
eurozone, which it does 
through adjusting interest 
rates. 

But he said some govern¬ 
ments had tolerated ex¬ 
cessive wage costs and 
unsustainable real estate 
booms that preceded to¬ 
day’s debt crisis. 

Stark is leaving at the end 
of the year, 2 1 /2 years be¬ 
fore the end of his eight- 
year term on the bank’s six- 
member executive board. 
The council runs the bank 
day-to-day at its Frankfurt 
headquarters, while inter¬ 
est rate decisions are taken 
by the broader 23-member 
government council, on 
which Stark also sits. 

Stark was quoted as say¬ 
ing that “there is a broad 
theme that serves as the 
reason for this: that I am 
not satisfied with the way 
this currency union has de¬ 
veloped.” 

Stark said the ECB had done 
its part by keeping inflation 
under control but could not 
be expected to clean up 
policy mistakes by individu¬ 


al governments that ran up 
too much debt or let their 
economies become un¬ 
competitive through high 


labor costs. 

“Don’t overburden the 
central bank,” he said. 

He said governments 
should have avoided finan¬ 
cial trouble by reining in la¬ 
bor costs. Stark was quoted 


as saying governments also 
failed to rein in excessive 
real estate booms that col¬ 
lapsed and contributed to 


the eurozone debt crisis. He 
didn’t mention individual 
countries but wage costs 
rose in Greece, hamper¬ 
ing the economy and state 
finances, and Ireland and 
Spain had debt-fueled 


real estate booms that col¬ 
lapsed. 

The ECB earlier said Stark 
was leaving at year-end for 


personal reasons. 

Analysts have said he ap¬ 
pears to have left because 
of opposition to the Europe¬ 
an Central Bank’s program 
to buy government bonds. 
But Stark did not cite the 


program as his reason to 
quit, although he repeated 
the ECB's position that the 
program is “limited in dura¬ 
tion and volume.” 

The purchases lower the 
borrowing costs faced by 
indebted governments 
such as Italy and Spain. 
High borrowing costs are 
threatening to leave them 
unable to be able to bor¬ 
row anew to pay off bonds 
that are maturing, resulting 
in a disastrous default that 
would shake the eurozone 
and global economy. 

The bank and its President 
Mario Draghi have said the 
program is limited and only 
aimed at steering interest 
rates, and that govern¬ 
ments must reform their fi¬ 
nances and not wait for a 
central bank bailout. 

Stark repeated his long¬ 
standing opposition to 
calls for the ECB to sharply 
increase the bond pur¬ 
chases through its power 
to create new money. He 
said that would violate the 
prohibition in the EU treaty 
on the ECB using its mon¬ 
etary powers to finance 
governments, although it is 
a step that the U.S. Federal 
Reserve has been allowed 
to take. 

Stark dismissed calls by 
“real or self-styled experts” 
to use the “big bazooka” of 
printing money. “It is a fun¬ 
damental arrangement of 
a currency union that the 
monetary financing of state 
debts through the ECB is 
not permitted,” he saidO 



The Euro sculpture is reflected in the windows of the European Central Bank in Frankfurt, 
Germany, on Friday, Dec.16, 2011. Alarming financial news flowed out of Europe in a torrent 
Friday, just a week after the EU leaders struck a deal they thought would contain the continent’s 
debt crisis. The letters “living” in foreground belong to a bar and restuarant at the ECB. 

(AP Photo/Michael Probst) 
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Drilling in 2012: Production up, fewer leases 


KEVIN BEGOS 
Associated Press 
PITTSBURGH (AP) — Mar- 
cellus Shale natural gas 
production is expected 
to keep rising in 2012, yet 
landowners may find that 
signing lease deals isn’t as 
easy as in years past. 
Though still in its early stag¬ 
es, industry experts say that 
the business of Marcellus 
Shale gas drilling is starting 
to change, as new forces 
emerge. 

Among them: lawmakers 
putting regulations in place 
that will create more drilling 
opportunities in shale states 
other than Pennsylvania; 
Shell’s coming decision on 
where to build a massive 
processing plant; and the 
great unknown, the market 
prices for natural gas. 
Drillers have swarmed in 
recent years to the lucra¬ 
tive Marcellus Shale region 
primarily beneath Pennsyl¬ 
vania, New York, West Vir¬ 
ginia and Ohio. Pennsylva¬ 
nia is the center of activity, 
with more than 3,000 wells 
drilled in the past three 
years and thousands more 
planned. Critics say a drill¬ 
ing method known as hy¬ 
draulic fracturing, or frack¬ 
ing, could poison water 
supplies, while the natural- 
gas industry says it’s been 
used safely for decades. 
2012 could lessen the spot¬ 
light on Pennsylvania. Other 
states are moving toward 
updating laws to regulate 
drilling, and the industry is 
starting to explore a new 
gas resource — the Utica 
shale, which lies under the 
Marcellus formation. 

“New York will see a regula¬ 
tory package; I think West 
Virginia will probably be in 
a situation where there’s 
more certainty,” said Kath¬ 
ryn Klaber, president of the 
Marcellus Shale Coalition, 
an industry group based in 
Pennsylvania. 

There’s one variable that 
impacts the industry every¬ 
where it operates, Klaber 


said. 

The biggest unpredictable 
for 2012 is wholesale natural 
gas prices, she said. They’ve 
stayed low for a few years, 
and that’s helped boost 
demand from some areas, 
such as gas-fired electric 
power plants. 

But with more and more 
gas entering the market, no 
one knows just where the 
balance of supply and de¬ 
mand will lead. 

If prices drop further, drilling 
could slow. But if they rise, 
the boom could speed up 
even more. 

Klaber said it will become 


DONNA GORDON 
BLANKINSHIP 
Associated Press 
SEATTLE (AP) — As the first 
signs of an economic re¬ 
covery make fhe news, 
many of fhe nonprofit or¬ 
ganizations in the U.S. are 
digging in for another three 
to four years of financial 
distress, according to re¬ 
searchers who keep an eye 
on the charitable world. 
Some larger nonprofits are 
seeing donations start to 
rise again, but most report 
their income is holding 
steady at lower, post-re- 
cession levels or is still going 
down, according to a new 
study from the Nonprofit 
Research Collaborative. 
The collaborative found 59 
percent of nonprofits report 
their donation income is flat 
or lower than in 2010, which 
was another down year for 
most charities. 

Among those that receive 
some government dollars 
— long considered a safety 
net for charitable organiza¬ 
tions — more than half are 
reporting a decline in in¬ 
come for the year. 
Forty-one percent of non¬ 
profits have seen their do¬ 
nation income go up in 
2011, but most of the na¬ 
tion’s smaller charities with 


clearer next year just how 
economically viable the 
Utica Shale is. Some com¬ 
panies have reported 
promising results from wells 
in western Pennsylvania 
and eastern Ohio. 

“The wells drilled to date 
have made a lot of folks 
optimistic. But I think it’s still 
too early to tell how the Uti¬ 
ca will play out,” she said. 
Officials from three of the 
shale states — Pennsylva¬ 
nia, Ohio and West Virginia 
— are all competing to land 
the a huge new multibillion- 
dollar Shell Oil Co. petro¬ 
chemical processing plant. 


less than $3 million in total 
spending saw donations 
drop again this year. 

Food pantries and homeless 
shelters across the country 
have reported funding cri¬ 
ses this year because of an 
increase in need coupled 
wifh a drop in donations. 
Siena House, a women’s 
shelter in Waukesha, Wis- 


Known as cracker plants 
in the industry, such plants 
take a liquid form of natu¬ 
ral gas and turn it into other 
commercial compounds, 
such as plastics. 

Shell expects to choose a 
location for the plant soon 
and announce the decision 
early in January, spokes¬ 
woman Kelly op de Weegh 
told The Associated Press. 
Another coming change 
will be in leases for land to 
drill on, experts said. 

The past few years saw what 
seemed at times to be a 
mad rush by the industry to 
persuade property owners 


(AP Photo/Isaac Brekken) 

consin, briefly shuf down 
this past summer because 
it didn't have the money to 
continue operations. A fall 
fundraising drive brought 
in $60,000 and Siena House 
was able to reopen in De¬ 
cember. 

The First Baptist Church of 
Danville, Kentucky, in No¬ 
vember closed its small 


to sign deals. But now many 
of the big drilling compa¬ 
nies have tens of thousands 
of acres under lease, said 
Brian Pitell, a representative 
for the National Association 
of Royalty Owners in north¬ 
western Pennsylvania. 

“The land grab, like the 
gold rush, is kind of over. 
You don’t have two, three 
or four different compa¬ 
nies” all competing to offer 
leases in the same region, 
he said. 

That means landowners 
have fewer options, and 
less power to demand cer¬ 
tain lease terms. □ 


food bank that fed up to 
200 families a year be¬ 
cause of volunteer and do¬ 
nation shortages. 

The food bank depended 
entirely on donations for its 
operation and volunteers 
to run it and just couldn’t 
keep up with demand, said 
Tom Butler, a church volun¬ 
teer. 

About 8 percent of the 
charities included in the re¬ 
port say they are in danger 
of closing for financial rea¬ 
sons, while among smaller 
charities, that figure is 20 
percent. 

“Nonprofits are still facing 
very challenging circum¬ 
stances,” said Una Osili, 
director of research at The 
Center on Philanthropy at 
Indiana University, one of 
six organizations in the Non¬ 
profit Research Collabora¬ 
tive. 

Few will actually go out of 
business, Osili said, but cut¬ 
ting programs and laying 
off staff are a real possibil¬ 
ity. Many are using volun¬ 
teers to do jobs previously 
completed by staff. 

“The good news is that non¬ 
profits are starting to look 
ahead and think about 
ways to adjust to the new 
environment we’re in,” she 
said.Q 


Economic recovery slow for US nonprofits 



A couple strolls past a the future site of a Dolce & Gabana 
store at Crystals mall at CityCenter in Las Vegas. The store 
is slated to open next year. Across this hardest-hit Western 
state, a battle of perceptions is being waged over wheth¬ 
er Nevada is on the edge of economic recovery, or still 
falling four years after the collapse of its mighty housing, 
tourism and construction industries. It's a similar story in 
the rest of the nation, only in Nevada it’s worse, because 
people here depend on the money of people elsewhere. 
Nevada continues to top the nation in unemployment, 
foreclosures and bankruptcies. 
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Mutts 


EARL,I HEAR THAT 
SOME JOLY_y OLD 
GUy WITH A BEARP 
IS GOING To COME 
DOWN OUR CHIIYINEy. 




6 Chix 



Mayse it shoul-o say-He sees You whew you're 
Sleeping , he knows when yowr e 
AWAKE, HE CAN SEE WHAT YOU'VE 
BEEN DOING ON- LINE, SO 


BE GOOD FOR GOODNESS' SAkE 
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Sudoku is a number-placing puzzle based on 
a 9x9 grid with several given numbers. The 
object is to place the numbers 1 to 9 in the 
empty squares so that each row, each column 
and each 3x3 box contains the same number 
only once. The difficulty level of the Conceptis 
Sudoku increases from Monday to Sunday. 
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ACROSS 

1 _ jacket; book 
cover 

5 Usual practice 

10 In lined up 

14 Run meet 

15 Slip away from 

16 France’s Coty 

17 Actor Sandler 

18 Rest; leisure 

20 Journal 

21 Thyme or dill 

22 In the _ of; 
surrounded by 

23 “Casper the 
Friendly 

25 _-man; toady 

26 _of evolution; 

Darwin’s idea 

28 Tenant 

31 Moses’brother 

32 Wide 

34 Sweet potato 

36 Bad mood 

37 In a_; 

instantly 

38 Singer Seeger 

39 _-Tiki; Thor 

Heyerdahl’s raft 

40 Measuring 
instrument 

41 Baked, donut¬ 
shaped roll 

42 Set on fire 

44 Constructs 

45 TV’s Got a 
Secret” 

46 Reed or Fargo 

47 Elbow room 

50 Went under 

51 Jacuzzi 

54 Causing to be 
unfriendly 

57 Consumer 

58 Collapsed 

59 Instrument for 
Liberace 

60 Chair or pew 

61 Not difficult 

62 Awards for TV 
shows & actors 

63 Invites 

DOWN 

1 Radio knob 

2 Disassemble 

3 Walking 
unsteadily 



Created by Jacqueline E. Mathews 


12/19/11 


Saturday’s Puzzle Solved 


P 

0 


■ 


If 

B 

B 

E 

D 


c 

0 

L 

A 

A 

P 

I 



G 

R 

A 

V 

E 


A 

V 

1 

D 

N 

U 

ffl 

L 

1 


1 

S 

E 

3 


N 

E 

V 

E 

1 

£ 

T 

A 

T 

E 

M 

E 

N 

JJ 


[o 

N 

E 

S 

1 

1 

■ 

S 

E 

IT; 

S 


[7 

M 

~pj 


A 

R 

C 

H 

E 

3 


r 

1 

N 

E 

V 

r 

R 

D 

D 

A 

R 

E 

S 


[h 

0 

V 

E 

U 


L 

O 

U 

A 

C 

1 

D 


r 

0 

w 

E 

D 


[b 

i 

A 

s 

G 

E 

M 


|f 

A 

R 

E 

s' 


Ft 

0 

A 

S 

T 

E 

S 

P] 


u 

S 

A 

u 


[c 

0 

A 

S 

T 

S 


r 

La 

R 

cl 


r 

H 

A 



L 

A 

N 

"k1 



N 

T 

R 

O 

D 

D 


N 


1 

D 

O 

l 


r 

L 

0 

W 

E 


1 

I - 

V 

1 

L 

C 

A 

R 

E 


A 

N 

1 

S 



3 

E 

B 

A 

E 

M 

M 

Y 


R 

E 

N 

T 

J 


1 

\k 

S 

s 


(c) 2011 Tribune Media Services, 
All Rights Reserved. 


4 Actor Selleck 

5 Doctrinal 
opposition 

6 On one’s toes 

7 Light _; lamp 
insertion 

8 Actress Lupino 

9 _-Mex; cuisine 
of the 
Southwest 

10 Painter 

11 Actor Tim _ 

12 Yoko & others 

13 _ away; left 

19 Make right 

21 Antler 

24 Owl’s comment 

25 Slangy reply 

26 Chore 

27 Capital of 
Vietnam 

28 Late Kennedy 
matriarch 

29 Contact lens 
alternatives 

30 X-_; smutty 

32 Depressed 

33 Cleaning cloth 

35 Tillis & Gibson 


37 Kismet 

38 _ in the neck; 
nuisance 

40 Thing assumed 

41 “Nonsense!" 

43 Pleasantly 

44 Small drums 

46 Mario’s dad 

47 Out of danger 


48 Request 

49 Feels sick 

50 Thailand, once 

52 Mountaintop 

53 Painting, etc. 

55 Gorilla 

56 Curry or Daly 

57 Nation in North 
America: abbr. 
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An environmental techni¬ 
cian collects samples of 
sand from a beach that 
shows a large stain in Angra 
dos Reis, near Rio de Janei¬ 
ro state, Brazil, on Sunday, 
Dec. 18, 2011. 

(AP Photo/Paulo Roberto, 
Agenda O Globo) 


Official says oil 
spill reaches Rio 
beach 

RIO DE JANEIRO (AP) — 

Brazilian officials say some 
of fhe 2,600 gallons (10,000 
lifers) of oil that leaked from 
a Japanese-operated rig 
last week has reached a 
beach near Rio de Janeiro. 
Rio state’s environmental 
secretary says part of the 
spill hit Bonfim beach on 
Sunday, two days after the 
oil leaked from the ship¬ 
shaped rig operated by 
the Modec, a Tokyo-based 
provider of floating pro¬ 
duction systems working for 
Brazil’s Petroleo Brasileiro 
SA. 

Carlos Mine was quoted by 
the O Globo website say¬ 
ing the company was fined 
in $5.4 million on Saturday. 
Rio state’s environmental 
institute said in a statement 
the spill is under control. 
Chevron Corp. was fined 
about $28 million for the 
much bigger oil leak off Rio 
last month. □ 
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For several clients we are 
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maintained, preferably with 
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Customized properly management package 
Compctalive commission rales 
No marketing tees 

Fully insured mfc^ambahomflmind&rs com 

CeN: 733-4863 
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19 DECEMBER 
Dr. Habib* 
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Marriott Surf Club 

2828 Plartrun 
&a r csrv«tn Sie.'JM 
DcHn«ewSl?.5» 
Oesanskte $18.5011 
OcwnrtiWSHflW 
2 B 7 B Gold 
D»Tnri*wS95rW 
S1Q.5M 
Otwnhont $15,000 

Marriott Ocean Club 

2B2B Platrun 
Orcanwie# S19H0 

2 B 2 BQOM 
Ocsanwiw $9000 
Ocwr*p-t$15.»0 

Plat Plus Holiday 

DV $44,000 
OF S62.0M 

PttfFlwMY 

QV $55,000 
OF S65J000 

Mehefle Donato 
Licensed Real E-stane Broker 
Ceretoige Realty 

92S-200-6S3 *101 



FOR SALE 
Tmieshare For Sale 
wft 4 7 Play* Linda Sludid 
Rm 208 $3200 B,0. 

Vi* 48 D vi Plranuc 2 br-2b 
ocean tart hugh paiipViiiB 
$6400 BO 

Local uni 12/17 565-9394 or 
508 - 651-0016 
rmwjmw@gol com 
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KEEP ARUBA 

CLEAN 


PSYCHIC HEALER 

Love Expen 

Soh« ail jrfctt&ra tit life 
FtaiMiis Lewen. u*fc, 

Health Pe.Kfr o' M nd 

&H New ^2 log J0T^692 

HFMJ 

FOR SALE 
l-MAS Week 51 

Aruba Surf Club ocean view 

2 bedroom 2 balh sleeps 8 
large modem krlchen 
wastierrdryer 539.900 
Cell:586-4231 

_ iM??r 

SEALQUILA 

2UNIDADES 

Tropica w Aruba Resort 8 

Casino 

semana 82 del 24 al 3i di 
DteiemtmeSOll predomey 
favorable 
E-mail: 

angelitam53u(§hotnii3il com 
Cd. 311-3442275 
Cali Colombia 

igixjr 

For Sal* 

Casa del Mar 

w* 1 Presidential Suite *1313 
Partial ocean view $25,000 
E-mail: qkoons2iSjormiH.ooffi 
_w 

FOR RENT 

Do you want to slay more days 
in Aruba? 

We have apts & houses for rent 
by days. weeks 8 months 
Call: 733-6661 t 7*5-3510 
E-mail; 

mania landa@gnkad.com 

_uau» 

FOR SALE 

Brand new home In Noord, only 

3 minutes to high rise hotels 
beaches 3 night lit*. 

Full furniture, 2 bedroms. 2 
baths, nice livingroom, cute 
kdchfrrt granite top for $160,000 
only! 

Can: 733-6681 t 745-3510 
E-mad; 

m£andabusiness@.h{}lrnait.ccfln 

_ HW 

FOR SALE 

wk 51 Platinum December wfc 
i bedr»m$ieep4Tit}ptcana 
Aruba Resort $6000 
Call 503-4 632 or 
intervatesMpe^gmaii.wni 
_ mm 
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Violence Againsl Women 


■Wfe' Pharmacy on duty 
ORANJESTAD: 


FcTquniDns-liJJl Tel: SJ2-45533.flS10 


SAN NICOLAAS: 


Snrwcia Sfflj* 1>1: 


m Police 


Pcbcc 
CirpnJrhUpcI 
NGOrd 
Si*. Cns 
SayauLa 
San NiCGlni 


SfeM lOO 
53Z-40Q9 
537-0009 
SGS-ano 
534-7009 
W-HH 


Emergency ^ * 

Numbers 


POMM 
Fmt DfipL 
Fare Dnpl II 
PoInG# Ti|3lift6 
H»pi"nl 


Oranjestad 



Airtbylpn«i 

Pali n 


547-133* 

532-4000 


San Nicolas 


Ambi4irxw 

BGC San 

Valero Security 

53^-5959 

534-5000 

53^-1606 

5E4.1720 

Services 

loro/mawm 

113 

Selru 


Taxi 

532-2116 

finf- Tus 

507 5500 

Pror«t4«Ml 

56500-35 

TilhI D.T.S. 

537-OTO 

5e>vice Aruba 

533-3232 


Cruise Ship 

19 OCtsun Dream 



AjuIki Aifporl Ipfi $24-342-4 

/ijTwncan Air* nos Tel: 532-2700 

Awonca Tel: SflTMSS 

DiMiAlHu Td: SflS-1909 

l/i&elAj t TSl: 506-93 H 

M 6fw T-H 533-2Z44 

SplDt A*1*r*& T6I: WZ-7117 

$u™iamo Airvu.iys. SG2-7-$£fi 
Tinrn /ur Td: SM4373 

UMBfitH T*l: S33h7674 

Founds! ion 
Fellowship Clinic 

TO 564-4«0 

Ak:ijiiOliyni & DruQ Addiaioo.. 
JuTDiiymity giuranlHd 

Foundation Anli-Droga 
Aruba 

iJACiAj TM: iSi iy&V 

Foundation 

Respetami 
Ink M3 4433 

Diabolic Foundation 
Arubano 

TO 503-5000 

Narcotics Anonymous 

TO: 

Foundation Amor 
pa Frohimo 

Tel: 1B33J*4 / 

Women in Difficulties 
Foundation 

TO: 5B3-S40D 
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Nuclear waste site hunt could point to granite 


DAVE GRAM 
Associated Press 
MONTPELIER, Vermont (AP) 

— The likely death of a 
planned nuclear waste site 
at Nevada’s Yucca Moun¬ 
tain has left federal agen¬ 


cies looking for a possible 
replacement. 

A national laboratory work¬ 
ing for the U.S. Department 
of Energy is now eying 
granite deposits stretching 
from Georgia to Maine as 


potential sites, along with 
big sections of Minnesota 
and Wisconsin where that 
rock is prevalent. 

Three decades after the 
1982 Nuclear Waste Policy 
Act said the federal gov¬ 
ernment would handle dis¬ 
posal of high-level radio¬ 
active waste, the United 
States still has no agreed- 
upon solution for where 
and how to dispose of 
about 70,000 metric tons of 
it. About 10 percent is from 
the military's nuclear weap¬ 
ons programs; most of the 
rest is piling up at commer¬ 
cial reactor sites around 
the country. 

Amendments to the law 
in 1987 designated Yucca 
Mountain as the only po¬ 
tential site to be studied. But 


with Senate Majority Lead¬ 
er Harry Reid of Nevada ve¬ 
hemently opposed, Barack 
Obama’s administration 
last year directed the En¬ 
ergy Department to with¬ 
draw its license application 
for the site, which was filed 
with the U.S. Nuclear Regu¬ 
latory Commission. 

The new study was done by 
the Sandia National Labo¬ 
ratory in New Mexico, an 
offshoot of the U.S. nuclear 
weapons program that has 
grown to work on a variety 
of federal science projects, 
including Yucca Mountain. 
The lab now is operated un¬ 
der government contract 
by Sandia Corp., a subsid¬ 
iary of defense giant Lock¬ 
heed Martin Corp. 

The study, which received 


little notice when it was re¬ 
leased in August, said that 
with Yucca Mountain no 
longer in the picture, “oth¬ 
er disposal environments in 
the U.S. are once again be¬ 
ing investigated, including 
disposal in granite.” 
Exposure to high-level ra¬ 
dioactive waste can be 
lethal, and the material 
needs to be isolated for at 
least thousands of years 
while its radioactivity dissi¬ 
pates. One court decision 
related to the decades- 
long controversy over Yuc¬ 
ca Mountain specified an 
isolation period of 1 million 
years — about five times as 
long as homo sapiens has 
existed on earth, accord¬ 
ing to the American Muse¬ 
um of Natural History. 
Andrew Orrell, director of 
nuclear energy and fuel 
cycle programs at San¬ 
dia, said it would be pre¬ 
mature for anyone to be 
concerned about a high- 
level radioactive waste site 
coming to their neighbor¬ 
hood. 

“There is no leading can¬ 
didate (among potential 
sites) of any kind, because 
there is no program at the 
moment for siting reposito¬ 
ries,” Orrell said in a phone 
interview. 

Andrew Orrell, director 
of nuclear energy and 
fuel cycle programs at 
Sandia, said it would be 
premature for anyone 
to be concerned about 
a high-level radioactive 
waste site coming to their 
neighborhoodO 
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Downey dips, ‘Sherlock’ slips with $40M debut 


The “Holmes” sequel big year-end releases. ally decline since, 

opened in six overseas mar- Paul Dergarabedian, an “These low-attendance 
kets, including the detec- analyst for box-office track- numbers are taking the 



In this film image released by Warner Bros. Pictures, Noomi Rapace, left, and Robert Downey Jr. 
are shown in a scene from “Sherlock Holmes: A Game of Shadows.” 

Associated Press 


DAVID GERMAIN 
AP Movie Writer 
LOS ANGELES (AP) — Sher¬ 
lock Holmes is facing his 
worst enemy: declining 
crowds at theaters as this 
year’s domestic movie at¬ 
tendance dips to the low¬ 
est in 16 years. 

Robert Downey Jr.’s sequel 
“Sherlock Holmes: A Game 
of Shadows" debuted on 
top with a $40 million week¬ 
end, off 36 percent from 
the first installment's $62.3 
million opening two years 
ago, according to studio 
estimates Sunday. 

The first movie opened 
over Christmas weekend, 
one of the busiest times for 
movie theaters. Distributor 
Warner Bros, predicts the 
“Holmes” sequel, which 
pits Downey's detective 
against archrival Professor 
Moriarty, will make up the 
lost ground over the holi¬ 
days. 

“The pattern is different,” 
said Dan Fellman, the stu¬ 
dio’s head of distribution. 
“What you can put in the 
bank those nine days be¬ 
fore the official Christmas 
play time, that's the differ¬ 
ence between our opening 
with a bigger number on 
Christmas day and open¬ 
ing early this time. At the 
end of the holiday period, 
we should be in the same 
place.” 


five's native Britain, and 
took in $14.7 million to bring 
its worldwide total to $54.7 
million. 

After two previous week¬ 
ends that were Hollywood’s 
worst of the year, overall 
business was down again, 
about 12 percent lower 
than the same weekend in 
2010 as Hollywood struggles 
to interest audiences in its 


er Hollywood.com, esti¬ 
mated that the number of 
tickets sold domestically in 
2011 will come in below 1.3 
billion. 

That would be the lowest 
attendance since 1995, 
when admissions totaled 
1.26 billion. Domestic at¬ 
tendance in modern times 
peaked at 1.6 billion in 2002 
and has been on a gener- 


gas out of the tank,” Der¬ 
garabedian said. “All the 
momentum we had kind of 
came to a dead stop.” 

The 20th Century Fox family 
sequel “Alvin and the Chip¬ 
munks: Chipwrecked” did 
even worse than “Holmes." 
"Chipwrecked” opened 
at No. 2 with $23.5 million, 
about half the business the 
first two “Chipmunks” mov¬ 


ies did on their debut week¬ 
ends. 

The studio had expected 
a bigger debut, but with 
schools shutting down for 
the holidays. Fox execu¬ 
tives hope business will pick 
up. 

“We are battling a mar¬ 
ketplace issue right now,” 
said Chris Aronson, head 
of distribution for 20th Cen¬ 
tury Fox. “We cannot make 
light of that. However, we 
have a very satisfying, play¬ 
able movie and the only G- 
rated movie for Christmas. 
So as kids get out this week, 
this is going to help position 
it for a successful run.” 
“Chipwrecked” added 
$14.5 million in 38 overseas 
markets, bringing its world¬ 
wide total to $38 million. 
Tom Cruise and Paramount 
had a spot of good news. 
Their action sequel “Mis¬ 
sion: Impossible — Ghost 
Protocol” got off to a 
healthy start at No. 3 with a 
$13 million weekend play¬ 
ing exclusively at huge- 
screen IMAX theaters and 
some other large-format 
cinemas. 

“Ghost Protocol” goes into 
general release Wednes¬ 
day. The movie already 
has opened in 36 overseas 
markets, where it pulled 
in $68.2 million, putting its 
global haul at more than 
$80 million.Q 


Beach Boys announce 50th 
anniversary reunion tour 


n s* 





In this Sept. 11, 2011 file photo, Mike Love of the Beach Boys 
sings for a crowd of thousands during the Colorado Remembers 
911 event at Civic Center Park in Denver. 

Associated Press 


NEKESA MUMBI MOODY 
AP Music Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — It’s al¬ 
most winter, but get ready 
for some surf and sun: The 
Beach Boys are reuniting. 
The founding members of 
the classic rock group — Bri¬ 
an Wilson, Mike Love and Al 
Jardine — announced Fri¬ 
day they are getting back 
together to celebrate their 
50th anniversary. They're 
working on a new album 
and also plan a 50-date 
tour that will take them 
around the world. 

“This anniversary is special 
to me because I miss the 
boys, and it will be a thrill 
for me to make a new re¬ 
cord and be on stage with 
them again," Wilson said in 


a statement. 

The group also includes 
Bruce Johnston and David 
Marks, both of whom have 
been with the band for de¬ 
cades. 

The Rock and Roll Hall of 
Famers gave birth to the 
California rock sound. Back 
then, the band members 
were Love, Jardine, Wilson 
and his two brothers — Carl 
and Dennis Wilson, who 
have since died. With songs 
like “Good Vibrations,” "I 
Get Around” and “Cali¬ 
fornia Girls,” the quintet 
embodied the fantasy of 
West Coast beach life. Their 
albums, particularly “Pet 
Sounds,” influenced rock¬ 
ers of their generation and 
beyond. 


But Wilson suffered mental 
problems that caused him 
to withdraw from the band, 
and there were years of an¬ 
imosity between Love and 
Wilson, who are cousins, 
as well as lawsuits among 
members of the band. Still, 
they have gotten back to¬ 
gether over the years, in¬ 
cluding for their 40th anni¬ 
versary in the last decade. 
Love remarked in the state¬ 
ment Friday on how he and 
Wilson were getting along 
well, sharing compliments 
together in the studio. 
“Music has been the unify¬ 
ing and harmonizing fact of 
life in our family since child¬ 
hood,” he said. “It has been 
a huge blessing that we 
have been able to share 


with the world.” Referring to 
a Beach Boy hit, he added: 
“Wouldn't It Be Nice to Do It 
Again? Absolutely!” 

The group was supposed 
to announce their reunion 
as a surprise during the Re¬ 
cording Academy’s live 
nominations special for the 


Grammys last month, but 
those plans fell through. 
However, Jardine said the 
group planned to appear 
at the Feb. 12 Grammy 
telecast in Los Angeles. 
“There will be a surprise at 
the Grammys,” he told Roll¬ 
ing Stone. □ 
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Film details Jerry Lewis’ 
‘Method to the Madness’ 


LYNN ELBER 
AP Television Writer 
LOS ANGELES (AP) — Gregg 
Barson is a documentarian, 
not a comedian. But when 
Jerry Lewis let him know that 
more than a dozen people 
were waiting in line to tell 
his story, Barson offered a 
persuasive punch line. 
“Yeah, buf they're not 
me,” was Barson's come¬ 
back, followed by a mo¬ 
mentary quiver of fear that 
he’d gone too far with the 
veteran star. 

“He said, ‘I like that. You 
know why? Because you 
remind me of me,’” Barson 
recalled. That chutzpah- 
fueled exchange led to 
“Method to the Madness 
of Jerry Lewis,” debuting 8 
p.m. EST Saturday on En¬ 
core. Other airings include 
11:30 a.m. EST Sunday and 
8 p.m. EST Tuesday. 

The film focuses on what 
makes the 85-year-old — 
and still working — Lewis 
tick as a performer and 
filmmaker. Those looking 
for dish on his family life or 
breakup with stage and 
screen partner Dean Martin 
or abrupt departure from 
the Muscular Dystrophy 
Association telethon he’d 
nurtured for nearly five de¬ 
cades won’t find it here. 
Barson, who describes him¬ 
self as being “in heaven” 
whenever he caught a 
Lewis film on TV as a young¬ 
ster, said his intent was to 
focus on Lewis’ career from 
vaudeville on and his con¬ 
tributions to comedy and 
movies. 

Younger people without 
exposure to Lewis’ work 
likely consider him as “that 
telethon guy. Hopefully, 
the film will open their eyes 
as opposed to thinking he 
did one thing one day a 
year," Barson said. 

During more than three 
years of filming, Barson 
had near-complete ac¬ 
cess as he followed Lewis 
from his yacht in San Diego 
to his home in Las Vegas 
to concert dates and to 
the Cannes Film Festival in 
France, the country that 
idolizes Lewis as a cinematic 
genius. He was good com¬ 
pany, Barson said. “He's al¬ 


ways up, funny and playful. 
... The sparkle, he didn't put 
in on for the camera. He’s 
being real.” 

“Method to the Madness,” 
which opens with Jerry 
Seinfeld, Eddie Murphy and 
other comedians anointing 


fan devotion, and of how 
impressively “The Bellboy" 
(1960) and many other films 
starring and written and di¬ 
rected by Lewis ruled the 
box office. 

Barson, who made the well- 
received Phyllis Diller docu- 



In this photo taken by AP Images for Starz, director Gregg 
Barson, Jerry Lewis, and Executive Vice President Programming, 
STARZ Entertainment, Stephan Shelanski pose for a photo after 
the premiere of ENCORE’S “Method to the Madness of Jerry 
Lewis” in Los Angeles on Wednesday, Dec. 7, 2011. 

Associated Press 


Michael Jackson house 
contents sell for $1M 

SANDY COHEN 
AP Entertainment Writer 

BEVERLY HILLS, California (AP) — The contents of the home 
where Michael Jackson lived with his three children just 
before his death have sold for nearly $1 million at auction. 
Darren Julien, president of Julien's Auctions, was unable 
to provide a more specific figure as he continued to tal¬ 
ly the totals Saturday after the daylong auction, which 
brought in nearly triple the company’s pre-auction esti¬ 
mate of $200,000 to $400,000. 

Among the highlights: A kitchen chalkboard where Jack¬ 
son’s children wrote “I love daddy,” which sold for $5,000, 
and an armoire upon which Jackson wrote a message to 
himself on the mirror that fetched $25,750. 

The auction also included furniture, artwork and other 
items from the rented mansion at 100 North Carolwood 


Lewis as comedy royalty, is 
an unabashed valentine. It 
is also a reminder that Lewis 
inspired rock-star levels of 


ILE - In this Aug. 10, 2006 
file photo, singer Cesaria 
Evora from Cape Verde 
Islands performs on the Ella 
Fitzgerald stage during the 
Geneva Festival, in Geneva, 
Switzerland. Evora, who 
started singing as a teenager 
in the bayside bars of Cape 
Verde in the 1950s and won 
a Grammy in 2003 after she 
took her African islands music 
to stages across the world, 
died Saturday, Dec. 17, 2011. 
She was 70. 

Associated Press 


mentary “Goodnight, We 
Love You," sees parallels 
between Diller and Lewis, 
including their work ethic.Q 


BARRY HATTON 
Associated Press 
LISBON, Portugal (AP) — 

Cesaria Evora, who started 
singing as a teenager in 
the bayside bars of Cape 
Verde in the 1950s and won 
a Grammy in 2003 after 
she took her African islands 
music to stages across the 
world, has died. She was 70. 
Evora, known as the “Bare¬ 
foot Diva” because she 
always performed without 
shoes, died Saturday in the 
Baptista de Sousa Hospital 
in Mindelo, on her native is¬ 
land of Sao Vicente in Cape 
Verde, her label Lusafrica 
said in a statement on its 
website. It gave no further 
details. Evora retired in Sep¬ 
tember because of health 
problems. In recent years 
she had had several opera¬ 
tions, including open-heart 
surgery last year. She sang 


Drive, where Jackson lived 


the traditional music of the 
Cape Verde Islands off West 
Africa, a former Portuguese 
colony. She mostly sang in 
the version of creole spoken 
there, but even audiences 
who couldn’t understand 
the lyrics were moved by 
her stirring renditions, her 
unpretentious manner and 
the music’s infectious beat. 
Her singing style brought 
comparisons to American 
jazz singer Billie Holiday. 
“She belongs to the aristoc¬ 
racy of bar singers,” French 
newspaper Le Monde said 
in 1991, adding that Evora 
had “a voice to melt the 
soul." Evora's internation¬ 
al fame came late in life. 
Her 1988 album “La Diva 
Aux Pieds Nus” (“Barefoot 
Diva”), recorded in France 
where she first found popu¬ 
larity, launched her interna¬ 
tional careerO 


is he prepared for a series 
of comeback concerts in 
London before his death in 
June,2009. 

The headboard from the 
bed where Jackson died at 
age 50 was removed from 
the auction at the family’s 
request, but the rug that 
was beneath the bed sold 
for $15,360. 

The estimate had been 
$400 to $600. 

Julien’s Auctions re-cre¬ 
ated the mansion inside 
its Beverly Hills showroom 
and invited fans to fill the 
space where the bed 
would have been with a 
tribute to the late King of 
Pop. Julien promised to 
deliver all of the tribute 
items to Jackson’s children 
and family matriarch Kath¬ 
erine Jackson. 

“Michael Jackson has the 
greatest fans in the world. 

I can see why he lived for 
them," Julien said. “They 
came out every day this 
week to bring gifts. It’s un¬ 
like anything we’ve ever 
seen as it relates to a ce¬ 
lebrity and their fans.’O 


Grammy-winning singer Cesaria 

Evora dies at age 70 




Items from a bedroom where Michael Jackson was living when 
he died are on exhibit Sunday, Dec. 11, 2011 during a private 
preview of contents of 100 North Carolwood Drive, the final 
home of Michael Jackson, that will be up for auction at Julien’s 
Auctions in Beverly Hills, Calif. 

Associated Press 
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An early holiday hangover 



GAIL COLLINS 
© 2011 New York Times 

Right now you’re probably ask¬ 
ing yourself: What’s up with re¬ 
productive rights this holiday 
season? 

And the answer is: a lot! This is 
America, and we don’t restrict 
our battles over people’s sex 
lives to 11 months a year. 

Just this week in Washing¬ 
ton, House Republicans were 
thwarted in their attempt to tie 
the latest bill providing money 
to keep the government going 
with the defunding of Planned 
Parenthood. Those two things 
aren’t necessarily linked in most 
citizens’ minds, but everything 
reminds the House Republicans 
of their hatred of Planned Par¬ 
enthood. Chestnuts roasting on 
an open fire. “Jingle Bells.’’ A 
partridge in a pear tree. 

Their rancor has been a sort of 
a Christmas present to Planned 
Parenthood itself. “It’s been 
such a stunning year,’’ said Ce- 
cile Richards, the organization’s 
perpetually embattled presi¬ 
dent. “More than a million new 
activists joined Planned Parent¬ 
hood, and our approval rating 
is at 68 percent. Congress is I 
think at 9.’’ (It may be time to 
stop pointing out that you have 
a higher approval rating than 
Congress. Really, everything has 
a higher approval rating than 
Congress. Termites. Zombies. 
Donald Trump.) 

Meanwhile, the Republican 
candidates had another Iowa 
debate in which Mitt Romney 
was questioned about his abor¬ 
tion flip-flop and answered thus- 
ly: 

“With regards to abortion, I had 
the experience of coming into 
office, running for governor, 
saying, you know, I’m going to 
keep the laws as they exist in the 
state. And they were pro-choice 
laws. So, effectively, I was pro- 
choice.” Then, he added, the 
Legislature passed a new law 
on stem-cell research that gave 
him an opening to totally trans¬ 
form. 

People, you may remember 
that when Romney ran for the 
Senate against Ted Kennedy, 
he grew practically teary when 
discussing the relative who had 
died from an illegal abortion. 
“He used to come to Planned 
Parenthood events,” recalled 
Richards. “He asked for our en¬ 
dorsement.” 

Is this the same person? Rom¬ 
ney 2012 makes it sound as if 
he came into office and found 
abortion rights sitting in a dusty 
cardboard box in the closet 


and was chagrined when he 
remembered he had promised 
not to throw anything out. 

It would be as if he explained 
that trip to Canada with the 
family dog strapped to the roof 
of the station wagon by saying: 
“I had the experience of going 
to get into the car and there 
was already a dog on the roof. 
So I turned on the ignition and I 
was effectively driving.” 

Back in the White House, the 
presidential elves were busy 
beating back an attempt by 
Texas to defund - yes! - Planned 
Parenthood. President Barack 
Obama’s own seasonal repro¬ 
ductive rights issues included 
a decision by his secretary of 
health and human services not 
to allow girls under 17 to buy 
Plan B, the emergency contra¬ 
ceptive pill, without a prescrip¬ 
tion. Advocates were disap¬ 
pointed when Obama agreed, 
but think about giving him a 
break on this one. Very soon 
he’ll sign a defense spending bill 
that includes a totally unconsti¬ 
tutional provision on indefinite 
detention of terrorism suspects. 
If you’re going to be ticked off 
at him for being a jellyfish on a 
critical matter of conscience, I 
would go for that. 

Anyway, the most important 
birth control issue on Obama’s 
plate this month is not Plan B. 
It’s the rules for the new health 
care law requiring that insur¬ 
ance plans cover the cost of 
contraceptives. Leaders of the 
Roman Catholic Church are 
lobbying for a broad exemption 
for any employer that has moral 
objections to artificial birth con¬ 
trol. Catholic dogma says that 
there can’t be any artificial bar¬ 
riers between sexual intercourse 
and procreation. However, the 
number of Americans, even 
American Catholics, who share 
the sentiment is extremely small. 
The idea that employees of the 
multitudinous Catholic universi¬ 
ties, hospitals and social services 
around the country would be 
deprived of a form of prescrip¬ 
tion drug coverage available 
to everybody else is shocking. 
I would suggest you write a let¬ 
ter to the president telling him to 
hang tough. And promise him 
that if he does, you’ll get over 
Plan B. Although not necessar¬ 
ily the totally unconstitutional 
indefinite detention thing. 

Finally, while the rest of the world 
is out shopping for presents, Re¬ 
publican candidates for presi¬ 
dent have been lining up to sign 
a “personhood” pledge spon¬ 
sored by a group that believes 
that life begins at the moment 
an egg is fertilized. (Romney is 
sort of dithering, but Newt Gin¬ 
grich signed on even though he 
had publicly rejected the con¬ 
cept earlier this month.) If en¬ 
acted into law, “personhood” 
would prohibit many forms of 
birth control and in vitro fertil¬ 
ization. It is an idea so extreme 
that the voters of Mississippi re¬ 
jected it. Which might make an 
excellent slogan for the current 
crop of presidential candidates. 
“The Republican Field: So Far 
Right, Mississippi Thinks They’re 
Scary.”Q 



The pungent aroma of paranoia 



MAUREEN DOWD 
© 2011 New York Times 


WASHINGTON - I was intrigued 
to learn that the president and 
I have the same favorite new TV 
series: Showtime’s spectacular 
“Homeland,” set right here in 
the capital. 

The season finale is tonight, and 
finales of addictive shows can 
be tricky and disappointing. 
However it ends, though, they 
should dispense with the Best- 
Actors-in-a-Drama contest and 
just ship the Emmys to Claire 
Danes and Damian Lewis. 
“Homeland” is about an Ameri¬ 
can Marine coming back from 
Iraq to a welter of problems, a 
subject with special resonance 
for the president and America 
this past week. A bipolar CIA 
agent warns her skeptical boss¬ 
es that the Marine, held in Iraq 
as a POW for eight years and 
now returning as a hero, could 
be a terrorist. 

Complete with Saudi villains, 
the show is a high-velocity re¬ 
minder of how much the Ameri¬ 
can psyche has changed since 
9/11, and is a masterpiece of 
paranoia. 

The more I think about the presi¬ 
dent’s preference for “Home¬ 
land” - Obama told People 
magazine last week that his TV 
habits were “a little darker” than 
those of Michelle and the girls - 
the more I get a little worried. 
One National Security Coun¬ 
cil official told me he wants to 
watch the series because “the 
boss” loves it. And if the boss 


loves this cat-and-mouse-and- 
mole thriller, does he regard it as 
realistic? Because that would be 
enough to keep you up at night. 
Or maybe I’m just rattled by the 
scene where a bomb explodes 
in Farragut Square (right outside 
our office and the White House). 
You’d never know it, given Re¬ 
publicans’ churlish silence and 
unseemly sniping, but the presi¬ 
dent and the vice president 
have stumbled and bumbled 
their way to an acceptable 
ending to the war that George 
W. Bush and Dick Cheney so 
recklessly started. It was a mag¬ 
nificent miscalculation that 
Obama warned in 2002 was “a 
dumb war.” 

Funnily enough, Obama has 
found it easier to wrap up Bush’s 
foreign policy blunders than his 
domestic ones. 

Vice President Joseph Biden 
spent so many hundreds of 
hours hashing things out with 
Iraqi officials that he knew the 
names of their grandchildren - 
just as Bill Clinton could reel off 
street names during the peace 
effort in Northern Ireland. 

In the painful calculation of 
what’s “good enough,” as we 
end our two attenuated wars, 
the White House sees it this way 
on Iraq: The baby is born. The 
gestation period couldn’t be 
18 years; eight years was bad 
enough. The midwife had to 
leave. 

The spectacular error that Bush, 
Cheney and Donald Rumsfeld 
made was feeling we needed a 
post-9/11 demonstration of war 
to prove our toughness. If they 
had merely pushed along the 
Arab Spring, they could have 
saved a trillion dollars and the 
lives of 4,500 American troops. 

It would have been more of a 
boon to our national security to 
finish off the Afghanistan mission 
and kill Osama bin Laden soon¬ 
er. Instead, the Bush team let 
itself get distracted with nation¬ 
building in Iraq when our own 
nation was falling apart, and 
Obama ended up surging and 
withdrawing in Afghanistan at 


the same time, which made no 
sense. 

Before W. tried to outdo his dad¬ 
dy, we were a country that usu¬ 
ally had to take a punch before 
we went to war. We didn’t uni¬ 
laterally start wars. 

In her new memoir, Condoleez- 
za Rice has a sentence so stun¬ 
ningly lame it makes you want 
to scream - or cry. “The fact is,” 
she writes, “we invaded Iraq be¬ 
cause we believed we had run 
out of other options.” 

I’m not a National Security 
Council adviser, but I can think 
of about a hundred other op¬ 
tions we had with Saddam. 

At least Condi admits that one 
of the inflated and improvised 
rationales for war wasn’t true: 
“We did not go to Iraq to bring 
democracy any more than 
Roosevelt went to war against 
Hitler to democratize Germany, 
though that became American 
policy once the Nazis were de¬ 
feated.” 

The White House knows that, 
while politics has broken out in 
Iraq, there are multiple flash¬ 
points in the next year that, if 
not controlled, could blow up 
and bring down the precarious 
house of cards. They can only 
pray that Prime Minister Nouri al- 
Maliki keeps his promises about 
Iran. And that, before some fire- 
fight between rival groups spins 
out of control, the various Iraqi 
tribes consider the costs of pull¬ 
ing the plug. 

As we get out, trying to finish 
up helping the Iraqis set up bus 
schedules and get the right pes¬ 
ticides for date trees, Iraqi lead¬ 
ers are scared, uncomfortable 
talking to one another, uncer¬ 
tain whom to trust. 

There are troubling signs that 
Maliki, who ordered troops to 
shoot at unarmed protesters in 
February, is turning into “Sad- 
dam-lite,” as The National Jour¬ 
nal dubbed him. Authoritarian 
instincts there are still so strong, a 
political challenge can be seen 
as a coup attempt. 

In Iraq, as in “Homeland,” para¬ 
noia rules. □ 
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Occupy protesters march against church 


AL BAKER 
COLIN MOYNIHAN 
© 2011 New York Times 
NEW YORK - From his spot at 


said Sky, 27, an Internet 
consultant. “We need to 
show people that we are 
still relevant.” 


ly march along the blocks 
around the park. They went 
about five blocks north, 
then circled back. They 


portable staircase against 
a chain-link fence separat¬ 
ing the sidewalk from the 
church’s property. 



Linda Hanick, left, vice president of communications and marketing at Trinity Church, and Matt Heyd, associate priest and director 
of faith and action at Trinity, speak to Malory Butler and Laura Gottesdiener, members of the Occupy movement, in New York. In 
the weeks since Occupy Wall Street was evicted from Zuccotti Park, relations between the demonstrators and Trinity, the wealthy 
and progressive stalwart one block from the New York Stock Exchange, have reached a crossroads. 

(Chang W. Lee/The New York Times) 


by a few clerics, including 
one man dressed in a long, 
purple vestment. 

Within minutes, police offi¬ 
cers began taking people 
into custody. About 4:15 
p.m., the man in the purple 
vestment was led into a 
police van. His identity, and 
possible role in the church, 
was not immediately clear. 
On the sidewalk, other of¬ 
ficers pushed into a line of 
protesters, ordering them 
to disperse. But hundreds 
of demonstrators marched 
up Seventh Avenue on Sat¬ 
urday evening, in the street 
and on the sidewalk - and 
against traffic. 

Police vehicles followed, 
and there were more ar¬ 
rests. “Is there a problem?” 
said one protester, who 
was on a bicycle, as a po¬ 
lice officer grabbed him. 
“The problem is you’re un¬ 
der arrest,” an officer re¬ 
plied. Earlier in the day, the 
Rev. Stephen Chinlund, 77, 
an Episcopal priest who re¬ 
tired seven years ago, held 
a placard reading: “Trin¬ 
ity Hero of 9/11. Be a Hero 
Again." 

The mission of the church 
was to help those in need. 


Matt Heyd, associate priest and director of faith and action at Trinity Church, talks to Malory Butler, 
a member of the Occupy movement, in New York, Dec. 15, 2011. 

(Chang W. Lee/The New York Times) 


the center of Duarte Square 
in Lower Manhattan, Matt 
Sky watched Saturday 
as hundreds of protesters 
streamed into the public ar¬ 
eas of the triangle-shaped 
space at the center of an 
ideological tug of war be¬ 
tween onetime allies turned 
adversaries: Occupy Wall 
Street and Trinity Church. 
That began a long day 
of demonstrations and 
marches that extended to 
Midtown Manhattan and 
resulted in at least 50 ar¬ 
rests. 

By noon, protesters had 
streamed into the square 
from all directions under 
cold, cloudy skies to re¬ 
inforce the vibrancy of 
a movement swept last 
month from another space, 
Zuccotti Park, and signal a 
resolve against ecclesias¬ 
tical leaders resisting their 
wish to set up a new en¬ 
campment on a property 
owned by the venerable 
Episcopal church. 
“Everything about this 
movement is momentum,” 


Since the earliest moments 
after they were displaced 
on Nov. 15, many protest¬ 
ers drifted north to the park 
at Canal Street and Av¬ 
enue of the Americas. Trin¬ 
ity embraced them, giving 
them hot chocolate and 
blankets. But when the Oc¬ 
cupy movement expressed 
an interest in setting up an 
organizing camp in Trin¬ 
ity’s private space, beside 
the public park, the church 
said no. 

The Occupy Wall Street 
forces then aimed their skills 
on the church. In familiar 
fashion, police officers con¬ 
verged on the area, stand¬ 
ing around the perimeter. 

A flier disfribufed by profest¬ 
ers summed up their mood: 
“While the event may in¬ 
clude a reoccupation, the 
event itself is a broader 
celebration and expansion 
of Occupy Wall Street,” it 
said. It also advised people 
to bring backpacks, warm 
clothes and sleeping bags. 
About 3 p.m., several hun¬ 
dred people began to slow¬ 


were carrying homemade 
wooden ladders, draped 
with yellow banners. At 
Grand Street, the protesters 
made a move: They threw 
a ladder fashioned into a 


Many people went over 
the fence fhat way. Oth¬ 
ers lifted the fence from the 
bottom, allowing protesters 
to squeeze into the space. 
The protesters were joined 


he said. 

The church’s rector, the 
Rev. Dr. James H. Cooper, 
expressed sadness over 
the protesters' actions 
SaturdayO 
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